
 Learning and Motivation leads to Progress and Success  

Curriculum Overview Year 5: Summer 1 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

Themes 
Legacy  What is the legacy of the Ancient Greeks? 

Morality  Do we agree with the ancient Greek attitudes to women, slavery and class?  

Power  How did Greek Leaders use their power? How does the democracy of Athens compare to the sovereignty of Sparta?   

Sustainability How did the Ancient Greeks live sustainably? What can we learn from the way they lived? 

WE EXPECT ALL PUPILS TO READ ALOUD WITH AN ADULT EVERYDAY, EVERY NIGHT.  

Parents/carers should record comments in your child/ren’s reading record books. Pupils take home 2 staged books per week (unless 

they are a ‘free reader’) and 2 library books per week. You can also visit your local library.  

Supporting your child at home  
You could visit the British Museum (Great Russell Street, London, WC1B 3DG).  They have a great section on Ancient 
Greece! There are also some interesting documentaries online that will support your child’s learning. Type into YouTube: 
‘Ancient Greece in 18 minutes’ or ‘Ancient Greece 101 - National Geographic’.  

Writing 

This term, we shall be reading a selection of Greek myths from “The Orchard Book of Greek 

Myths”. By reading these stories, we will explore the descriptive way a myth is told and how 

the author uses writing techniques to build suspense into their writing. We will be writing 

four pieces based on this text: A newspaper report on the death of Icarus; a description of 

Perseus’ encounter with the Gorgon, Medusa; a play script of a conversation between 

Orpheus, Pluto and Persephone in the Underworld and Odysseus’ diary at two different 

points in his journey. Throughout the term, we will revise the use of commas and parenthesis 

and practise punctuating speech. We will encourage children to use a range of sentence 

structures and vocabulary for effect. We will also revise the use of colons and semi-colons.  

Maths 
We will revise place value, addition and subtraction and multiplication and division.  
The children will revisit their work on fractions from the Spring term, including 
equivalent fractions, improper fractions and mixed numbers and adding, subtracting 
and multiplying fractions. 
The children will learn about decimals and percentages and their relationship to each 
other and other fractions. They will compare and order numbers up to 3 decimal places 
and solve problems involving fractions, decimals and percentages.  Furthermore, in 
geometry, the children will be learning to estimate, measure and draw acute and 
obtuse angles, find missing angles along a straight line and around a 360 degree turn.  
 

 

 

Computing – We are Adventure Gamers  

In this unit, we will learn how to plan a non-linear presentation, use hyperlinks between the navigation of a slide, 

record and add audio to a presentation and use commenting tools to give feedback on a presentation. 

Science  
This ‘Living Things and Their Habitats’ unit will teach the children about the 

process of reproduction and the life cycles of plants, mammals, amphibians, 

insects and birds. The children will explore reproduction in different plants, 

including different methods of pollination and asexual reproduction. They 

will recap their work from year 3 on flowers. They will learn about different 

types of mammals and their different life cycles. Furthermore, they will 

explore metamorphosis in insects and amphibians, comparing their life 

cycles. The children will also explore the life cycles of birds.  

Science Vocabulary  

Life cycles, plant naturalist, animal behaviourist, mammal, animals, 

environment, amphibian, seeds, stem, root, bulbs, pollen, stamen, 

stigma 

 

History 

We will begin by revisiting their knowledge of Ancient Egypt and Rome from 

year 4. We will study where Ancient Greece fits on our historical timeline of 

history studied. Furthermore, we will look at the different city-states and 

discuss how they all shared a similar culture, with common gods, myths and 

the Olympic Games. We will study Athens, which was the birthplace of 

democracy. Finally, we will look at The Spartans and the Persian Wars.  We 

will learn about the legacies that the ancient Greeks have left us and their 

imprint on society today.  

History Vocabulary  

Hoplite, marathon, civilisation, independent, city-state, Olympic Games 

Tyrant, democracy, vote, boule, ecclesia, onyx, Sparta, Spartan, Persia 

 

DT 

Food; celebrating culture and seasonality 

Children will learn about the importance of seasonality and where our 

food comes from.  They will visit the edible garden to plant seasonal 

vegetables and learn and bring in simple recipes from home to learn to 

cook using seasonal foods. 

DT Vocabulary 

Seasonality, season, edible, recipe, culture, origins, organic, pesticides 

 

Launch Event 
1. Map work and timeline challenge relating to the Ancient Greeks topic.  

2. Introduce the DT topic – Food, Culture and Seasonality: visit the edible garden, planting, trying a range 

of seasonal vegetables/fruit and creating realistic artwork inspired by them.  

3. Using mixed media:  charcoal and graphite pencils for sketching, oil pastels and watercolour paints, 

create still life work based on seasonal fruit and vegetables. 

 

Showcase of learning  

Film a range of work in a gallery type setting to show parents and the 

school community and upload to J2e for the school community to 

view.  

 

PE:  
Cricket: Children will develop their hand-eye coordination so that they are able to throw a ball accurately. They will 
also practise striking the ball with accuracy and power. 

PSHE: The children will learn about the risks and benefits of the 
internet, learn how to resist online peer pressure and think 
critically about online games and apps.  They will also learn about 
what a “growth mindset” is and how to apply it to their own lives.  

Music  

Music will take inspiration from the song ‘Dancing in the Street’. Children will learn to sing the song and improvise 

using instruments and their voice. 

Modern Foreign Languages: French  

Children will learn phrases relating to sport (e.g. “Do you like sport?”).  They will also learn about French grammar: 

I,he,she/je,il,elle and that in French, adjectives normally have to agree with the nouns.  

Reading 

As a class, we will be reading “The Orchard Book of First Greek Myths.” Pupils will discuss and 
evaluate the authors’ use of language, considering the impact on the reader. We will pay close 
attention to how the author creates a sense of character and atmosphere. In reading sessions, 
pupils will read a range of short extracts, poems and non-fiction texts which relate to the ancient 
Greeks. Through reading, children will practise answering exam style questions, develop their 
fluency and extend their vocabulary. This term, we will focus more on inferring meaning from the 
text by asking: ‘What is the writer telling us but has not written’. Pupils will need to infer characters 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions and justify their inferences with evidence.  

 

RE/Rights Respecting 

What does Buddhism teach us about human experience and the environment?  

We will learn about the Buddha’s life and teachings about human experiences and learn about the festival of Vesak.   

 


