
 Learning and Motivation leads to Progress and Success  

Curriculum Overview Year 4: Summer 1 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Themes 
Legacy  What is William Shakespeare’s legacy? Why is he still an important figure today? 

Morality  What are stereotypes and what can we do to challenge these?  

Power  How do festivals and holy days bring communities together? What are the rights and responsibilities in a friendship? 

Sustainability Is it sustainable to travel to coastal areas?  

WE EXPECT ALL PUPILS TO READ ALOUD WITH AN ADULT EVERY DAY, EVERY NIGHT.  

Parents/carers should record comments in your child/rens reading record books. Pupils take home 2 staged books per 

week (unless they are a ‘free reader’) and 2 library books per week. You can also visit your local library. 

Supporting your child at home  

Ensure they know all multiplication facts up to the 12 times tables and the division equivalents as the multiplication tables check will be in June. Practise lines for the performance of 

Shakespeare. Take a virtual tour of the Globe Theatre. Research the life of William Shakespeare and read a variety of his plays. 

Writing  

During the summer term, we will be working alongside the 

Primary Shakespeare Company. We will study the play Twelfth 

Night and rehearse our act ready to perform on June 7th.  

We will be focusing on four writing genres: a newspaper 

article, letter, a diary and a descriptive setting. We will carry 

out a range of activities in order for children to fully immerse 

themselves in the story. This will include drama and oracy-

based activities such as: thinking aloud, hot seating, 

conscience alley, sequencing and predicting and debates to 

understand the characters within the play.  

Year 4 will articulate and use the features of different genres 

and learn how to select appropriate vocabulary for each 

context. We will learn what subordinating and coordinating 

conjunctions are, how to use them and how they can change 

the context of sentences. As well as this, we will be writing in 

paragraphs to ensure clarity and coherence. Children will also 

learn how to identify and use determiners, possessive 

pronouns and fronted adverbials. 

 

Maths 

In maths, we will be developing our knowledge of 

fractions, including decimals and percentages.  We will 

also be studying measures - money and time.  We will 

learn how to estimate, calculate and convert measures 

in money and time.   

In geometry, we will also be learning more about 2D 

shapes and learn to identify, compare and order angles. 

Maths Vocabulary  

distributive law, tenths, equivalent, quantities, part 

whole, half, quarter, thirds, fifths, denominator, 

numerator, mixed fractions, decimal, angle, convert 

 

Computing – We are artists 

In this unit, pupils will explore and create pieces of 

geometric art using Google Drawings and Scratch to draw 

shapes. Pupils will learn to develop an appreciation of the 

links between geometry and art, become familiar with the 

tools and techniques of a vector graphics package and 

develop an understanding of turtle graphics.   

Science  

In science, we will learn to identify how sounds are made, 
associating some of them with something vibrating. The 
children will also learn to recognise that vibrations from 
sounds travel through a medium to the ear and find patterns 
between the pitch of a sound and features of the object that 
produced it. Through experiments, we will find patterns 
between the volume of a sound and the strength of the 
vibrations that produced it. We will continue to work on using 
our scientific skills when conducting experiments. 

Science Vocabulary  

pitch, frequency, high, low, tension, rhythm, volume, noise, 

decibel, echo, vibration, amplify, sound wave, energy 

 

Geography 

In geography, we will develop our knowledge and 

understanding about the environment where the land 

and sea interact. We will explore and investigate key 

geographical ideas and concepts, such as physical 

processes and human effects on the environment; 

physical changes can occur almost every day through 

the action of the tides.  

Geography Vocabulary 

City, County, borough, river, coast, settlement, erosion, 

weathering, tourism  

 

Trips and experiences 

The children will be performing Twelfth Night with a selection of other schools across the Borough on June 7th.  

Modern Foreign Languages: French  

In French, we will be revisiting our learning from the autumn 

and spring term. We will also learn about where France is 

and its cities.  

 

Reading  

As a class, we will be reading Twelfth Night during the 

summer term.  We will discuss and evaluate Shakespeare’s 

use of language, considering the impact on the reader. We 

will pay close attention to how the author creates a sense 

of character and atmosphere. We will continue to learn 

the techniques to infer information from a text. We will 

also look at the strategies to decipher the meaning of new 

vocabulary e.g., reading around the word. We will also 

have lots of opportunities to discuss why and how 

questions with our reading partners.  

PE – Cricket 

In PE, the children will learn to roll the ball with one hand and 
stop the ball from different directions using the long barrier 
method. We will throw and catch under pressure in modified 
games and bowl at a wicket with accuracy and control. 
 

Music  

All the learning in this unit is focused around one song:  

“Lean on Me” by Bill Withers.  Year 4 will be learning about 

the interrelated dimensions of music (for example: pulse, 

rhythm, pitch) through learning the song thoroughly.  We 

will also be using untuned percussion to accompany our 

singing. We will also be learning a song for our Twelfth 

Night performance.  

Showcase of learning  

Perform an act from Twelfth Night as part of the 

Primary Shakespeare Company Project. 

PSHE and Rights Respecting 

In PSHE, we will be learning about how to be a good friend.  

We will apply this learning to our everyday situations and learn 

how to achieve positive resolutions. 

 

PSHE Vocabulary 
emotions, rights, responsibilities, friendship, growth mind set, 

fixed mind set, positive 

Art 

We will learn about the art produced by the Egyptians, 

understand how the Egyptians portrayed people, 

develop sketches into paintings and study a contrasting 

style of art. We will use more specific colour language 

e.g. tint, tone, shade and hue, alter and refine drawings 

and describe changes using art vocabulary, compare 

ideas, methods and approaches in our own and others’ 

work and record from first hand observation, 

experience and imagination, and explore ideas for 

different purposes. 

 

Art Vocabulary  

design, evaluate, sketch, paint, hue, shade 

 

RE  

In RE, our key learning question is, “What does it mean 

to follow the Buddha? 

Year 4 will be learning about who Siddhartha Gautama 

was, how the Buddha achieved enlightenment and 

what the four noble truths, the eight -fold path and the 

three poisons are.   

 


