
 Learning and Motivation leads to Progress and Success  

Curriculum Overview Year 1: Summer 1 
 

  

Themes 
Legacy  What impact has the Grand union canal had in our town? 

 

Morality  What is the importance of using fair trade products? (children to make food for a tea party using fair trade products) 
 

Power  What is the purpose of prayer? What is the power of prayer?  

Sustainability Children will use their rain catchers to water the plants in the edible playground.  
 

WE EXPECT ALL PUPILS TO READ ALOUD WITH AN ADULT EVERYDAY, EVERY NIGHT.  

Parents/carers should record comments in your children’s reading record books. Pupils take home 2 Little Wandle phonics books per 

week, 2 library books  each week and recommended reads are swapped regularly.  You can also visit your local library. 

Supporting your child at home  
Learn to read and spell the tricky words sent home, the days of the week and numbers in words. Secure the 
understanding of number bonds to 20. Practise handwriting and number formation, and read daily. 
 

Writing  

This term, the children will be writing diary entries, 

character descriptions and a story that link to the core 

text, ‘The Lonely Beast’. For each writing task, the children 

will explore and develop their ideas through talk, role play 

and vocabulary work. As they begin to write, their main 

focus will be to write sentences that make sense and are 

grammatically correct. They will be encouraged to use 

their phonics knowledge to spell words correctly. The 

children will also continue to learn how to expand their 

sentences using ‘and’ and ‘because’ along with how and 

when to use capital letters and full stops correctly. 

Children will be encouraged to use ambitious vocabulary.  

 

  

Maths (following the Power Maths scheme)  

This term in maths, we will be building on our 
existing skills and learning to develop their 
understanding of addition & Subtraction within 20, 
numbers to 50 and numbers to 100. 
The children will also be developing their 
understanding of multiplication as repeated addition, 
understanding the difference between equal and not 
equal groups. They will use their knowledge of skip 
counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. 
The children will develop their understanding of 
division. Children are introduced to the concept of 
equal groups, represented in various concrete, 
pictorial and abstract ways, including the number 
line.  
 

Computing   
Our topic in Computing is called ‘Rhythmic’. The children will 
be using the Song Maker programme to create patterns of 
sounds. 
Children will continue to explore how to stay safe online (E-
Safety).  
 

Science – Animals Including Humans 

Children will continue their learning from Spring 1 exploring the 

animals in our world. We will brainstorm what animals we know 

and explore a range of habitats to discover new ones that we 

don’t yet know. Using Kenny, the school dog, as an example we 

will explore how animals use their body parts and how this is both 

similar and different to how we use ours. We will explore the diet 

of a range of animals, including humans, to classify animals based 

on what they eat and finally observe how all animals change and 

grow over time. 
 
 
 
History 

This term, the children will be learning about the Grand Union Canal 

which links London to Birmingham. Children will learn what a canal 

is and its main uses. They will learn to compare and explain how the 

uses of canals have changed over time and what impact this has had 

in our local area of Southall. Children will use photos, videos and 

stories to aid their learning. 

 

RE 

In RE, we will exploring Buddhism, 

focusing on the key beliefs and who 

Buddha was. The children will learn 

about what it means to be a 

Buddhist, what the most important 

parts in Buddha’s life were and 

what Buddhism teaches people 

about the human condition. 

 

Art and Design 

This unit will have a focus on 
sketching, drawing and painting 
realistic animals. The children will 
develop their analytical skills and 
attention to minute detail 
including the direction of paint 
strokes in regards to an animal’s 
fur. The children will mix primary 
colours to make the secondary 
colours and understand how the 
artists Edward Sasidi Tingatinga, 
Donna Crawshaw and Guy Combs 
work and how their work can 
influence our own.  
 

PSHE 

To explore what a good friend is and focus on 

recognising achievements.  

Launch Event 

Children arrive to find their classrooms have been 

destroyed. Soil, plants and other items are sprawled 

across the tables and floor. Children must collect the clues 

and investigate who could have possibly caused this?  
 

PE 

The focus skill for this term is ball games. Children will 

develop their skills from basketball last half-term and 

focus on the same skills through cricket.  

Trips and experiences 

Trip to the canal (dependent on risk assessment) 

Tea party for the Beast’s friend  
 

 

Music:  

In this unit, the children will be encouraged to use their 

imagination using music to explore musical ideas, to listen and 

reflect on the music they hear in greater detail and 

depth than before.   

This unit is all about music that that tells a 

story and encourages the children to explore and use 

their imagination, such as music from the 

film, “Mary Poppins”, “Daydream Believer” by John Stewart 

and “Pure Imagination” from the Willy Wonka &  

the Chocolate Factory soundtrack.  

 

 

Reading 

Phonics is the strategy we teach for the effective 

decoding of unknown words. Throughout the term, we 

will be teaching reading through all subjects. To support 

this, we will continue our daily phonics lessons, reading 

practice sessions and focused storytime sessions. In 

phonics, we will continue to look at the new alternative 

ways sounds can be pronounced, as well continuing to 

review the taught GPCS; preparing for the Year 1 

phonics screening check in June.  Throughout our 

reading lessons, our main focus will be on pupils 

learning to retell the story and make predictions about 

what will happen next. We will also be beginning to 

retrieve key information from text.  

 

Science 

Vocabulary  

plant 
seed 
root 
stem 
leaf 
flower 
petal 
fruit 
vegetable 
tree 
bark 

History  

Vocabulary  

canal 
lock 
transport 
boats 
navigation  
towpath 
horse 
narrow-
boat  

Computing 

Vocabulary  

e-safety 
trust 
animation 
to animate 
frame 
copy 
drag 
resize 
select 
alter 
 

 

 

RE 

Vocabulary  

Religion 
God 
belonging 
commitment 
initiation 
faith  
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