
Learning and Motivation leads to Progress and Success 

Curriculum Overview Reception: Summer 1 ‘Nature Cycles’ 
 
 

 

 

 

Themes 

Legacy  The learning we do in Nursery and Reception provides us with the building blocks for our future education  

Morality  We always try hard to do the right thing, even when no-one is watching.  

Power  Our actions have power to both help and hurt.  

Sustainability We look after our classroom resources so they are not broken, lost or wasted.  

English - Phonics, Reading and Writing  

This term, we will be continuing to use our developing phonic skills to 

help us read and write. We will be writing for lots of different purposes 

including writing letters, lists, descriptions and re-telling stories.  We 

will continue to use segmenting and blending as our main strategy to 

read words and segmenting words as our main strategy to spell words.  

Children will be encouraged to write sentences independently, using 

a sound mat to help them if necessary.  

Home Learning for the half term  

Create your own minibeast 

Minibeast hunt 

Learn the poem in the home learning pack and practise to perform 

Maths  

This half term, we will be revising previously taught areas of maths to 

secure our understanding. We will be focusing on our number bonds 

to 5 and 10, we will be deepening our understanding of numbers to 

20. Counting forwards and backwards. 

 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World 

This half-term we will be learning about the life cycles of frogs, chickens, butterflies and worms and being able 

to talk about the cycles in the correct sequence, with time conjunctions such as first, next, then , last, finally etc. 

We will also look at the story ‘Handa’s Surprise’ and use this to think about how another country might be 

similar and different to Southall.  

 

 
PSED 

Using the text, ‘All are welcome’ as a starting point we will look at how we must not judge people on the way they look.  

English - Speaking and Listening  
 
This half term, our core text ‘Yucky Worms’ 
will give us plenty of opportunities to 
practise using talk to explain, ask questions 
and sequence events in the correct 
chronological order using words such as 
next, then and now. Our traditional tale, 
the Frog Prince will continue our work from 
Spring term as children will be encouraged 
to retell the story using the past tense.  

Outdoor Learning 

Environment Enrichment 

Role-play: Garden centre 

Taking care of our plants and 

vegetables in the playground 

Outdoor learning sessions  

Supporting your child at home  

-Read aloud daily encouraging children to use their phonic knowledge 
-Practice letter and number formation 
-Counting and recognising numbers up to 20 and number bonds to 10 
-Encourage your child to speak in full sentences  

   

Launch Event 

Making our own wormeries, including finding the 

worms!  

 

Enrichment  

Outdoor learning sessions 
Wormeries in classrooms 
Hatching chicks 

End of Topic event 
Showcase learning 

WE EXPECT ALL PUPILS TO READ ALOUD WITH AN ADULT EVERYDAY, EVERY NIGHT.  

Parents/carers should record comments in your child’s/rens reading record books. Pupils take home 2 Little Wandle phonics books 

per week and 2 library books per week and a recommended read. You can also visit your local library. 

Vocabulary  
 

soil 
earth 
worm 

tadpoles 
frog 

caterpillar 
butterfly 

underground 
garden 
pond 
adult 
young 

growing 

change 

egg 

hatch 

insect 

life cycle 

 

Expressive Arts 
In our music lessons, we will be learning to sing the nursery rhymes and action songs 
‘Big Bear Funk,’ ‘I know an old lady who swallowed a fly’ and  
‘There’s a worm at the bottom of the garden’. 

In Art, the children will be exploring the African art style, Tinga Tinga, by creating 
their own versions of minibeasts and creating scientific drawings of minibeasts.  

PE 
Children will continue to work on throwing and catching a ball and 
striking a ball with a bat. They will also recap some of the other skills 

they have covered this year.   

  
Include re-cap of skills taught in the year  
 
 

RE 
This term we will be looking at how we can take care of the world around us. 

 
 
 


