
 Learning and Motivation leads to Progress and Success  

Curriculum Overview Year 4: Autumn 2 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Themes 
Legacy  Through history: What is the Romans’ legacy? What have they left behind? 

 

Morality  Through beliefs and values:  Life through a child’s eyes. How does it feel when your country/area has been invaded? 
Is it possible to lead a good life without guidance? 

Power  How to discuss ideas with each other – listening to others’ thoughts and opinions e.g. the Roman senate.  Links to democracy. 

Sustainability Focus on roads and how other countries (India) build their roads from recycled materials.  
Using recycled materials to create Roman mosaics. 

WE EXPECT ALL PUPILS TO READ ALOUD WITH AN ADULT EVERY DAY, EVERY NIGHT.  

Parents/carers should record comments in your child/rens reading record books. Pupils take home 2 staged books per 

week (unless they are a ‘free reader’) and 2 library books per week. You can also visit your local library. 

Supporting your child at home  

Ensure they know all multiplication facts up to the 12 times tables and the division equivalents. There will be a multiplication test in June 2023. All 

Year 3 and 4 spellings need to be learnt. See website for more details. 

English 

In writing, we will be writing a range of genres including a persuasive advertisement to join the Roman army and 
a diary entry from a Roman slave. We will know how to articulate and use the features of the different genres and 
we will learn to select appropriate vocabulary for the context. We will recap our learning about verb tenses, 
homophones and will know when to use prefixes and suffixes. We will be learning what subordinating and 
coordinating conjunctions are, when they should be used, and how they can change the context of sentences. We 
will be using paragraphs and learning how to segment text into paragraph to ensure clarity and coherence of the 
text.  
In our English lessons, we will be developing our reading skills by skimming and scanning.  We will be taught the 

techniques to retrieve information, including which information to underline and why. We will know what is meant 

by inference and be able to apply this to answering questions. We will also look at the strategies to decipher the 

meaning of new vocabulary e.g., through using etymology and reading around the word.  

 

 

Maths 
In maths, we will be learning to add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits 

using the formal written methods of column addition and subtraction. We 

will apply these methods to help us solve 2 step problems and explain how. 

We will learn how to round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000, 

convert between different units of measure [for example, kilometre to 

metre; hour to minute] and measure and calculate the perimeter of a 

rectilinear figure (including squares) in centimetres and metres. We will also 

continue to learn our times tables facts off by heart up to 12 and the division 

equivalents. To know strategies for solving addition and subtraction 

problems, including RUCSAC and drawing out a bar model.  

 

Computing   

In computing, we will be 

“software developers”; 

learning to use the program 

“Scratch”. 

 

Science  
Our topic in science is electricity. We will be identifying common appliances that run 
on electricity and we will be constructing a simple series electrical circuit, identifying 
and naming its basic parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers. We will 
identify whether a lamp will light in a simple series circuit, based on whether the 
lamp is part of a complete loop with a battery. We will also recognise some common 
conductors and insulators, and associate metals with being good conductors. 
Science Vocabulary  
circuit, cells, wires, bulbs, switches, buzzers, battery, conductor, insulator 
 
 
 
History 

In history, we will be learning about the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. We 
will create a timeline to show when the Roman Empire ruled Britain and develop an 
awareness of how the Romans fit in to a wider chronological pattern of other 
civilisations and periods.  We will also develop our understanding of the power of the 
Roman Empire, why the Romans came to Britain and what their legacies are. 
History vocabulary  

sources, invasion, conquest, empire, power, resistance, chronology, peasant, army, 

culture, battle 

 

 

RE 

In RE, we will be exploring the Hindu understanding of God and how 
this is presented in the vast and complex collection of sacred Sanskrit 
writings of Hinduism as well as in the oral tradition of scripture within 
the religion. The divine origin of some Hindu texts will be explored, 
along with information about God that can be derived from them.  
 

Art and Design 

In art and design, we will be using charcoal and pastels to draw animal forms. We will 

be studying the life and works of Van Gogh and some of his most significant works.  We 

will know how to define tint, tone, shade and hue and use these effectively in our work.  

We will understand what effects mixing colours can create and know what texture is 

and how it can be created using a range of materials. We will evaluate our work and 

discuss how to improve our work with our peers and our teacher.  

Art Vocabulary  

Materials, charcoal, observation, refine, alter, amend, improve 
 

 

Launch Event 

KIT theatre Roman 

Experience.  

Showcases of learning  

Year 4 class assemblies.  

Sharing learning about the Romans with the 

other Year 4 classes in a “museum”. 

PE 

In PE, we will be looking at invasion games and focusing on football. We will build 

towards being able to independently get ourselves into teams and divide the roles 

of each player up, for example, who will attack and who will defend. We will 

understand the rules of football and will be able to play controlled games involving 

attacking and defending. 4TJ will continue swimming until the end of Autumn 2.  

 

Trips and experiences 

Kit Theatre immersive Roman 

experience  

Music  

In year 4, we will learn to play the glockenspiel as well as work on being able to read 

notated music/charts and incorporate key musical principles e.g. (rhythm, aural skills, 

musical awareness and musicality) into their musical understanding.  

 
 

Modern Foreign Languages: French  

We will be revising numbers up to 60 and learning the names of pets 

and stationery needed for the school day. We will be engaging in 

conversation and asking and answering questions in French as well 

as writing phrases and adapting them to create new sentences.  

 

PSHE – Health and Wellbeing 

In PSHE, we will be learning about a range of types of discrimination 

and discuss inequalities and equality.  We will also be learning about 

strategies to support our mental health and learn about what 

bullying is and how to address it during anti-bullying week and 

through our circle times.  We will be learning about the roles of 

bullies, victims and bystanders and how we can support each other.  

Physical health is very important to us and we will learn about how 

to keep physically healthy, the effect exercise has on the body and 

how physical health can impact mental health. We will also be 

learning more about online safety, how images are manipulated 

online and how this can impact on us.  
PSHE Vocabulary 

bully, bystander, fortunate, empathy, racism, negative, judgement 

Remembrance, victim 

 

Our Country – Our History 

Local Study 

We will be learning about the origins of the 

Notting Hill Carnival and its founder:  Claudia 

Jones, and its impact on Britain.  


