
 Learning and Motivation leads to Progress and Success  

Curriculum Overview Year 1: Autumn 2 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Themes 

Legacy  What was Neil Armstrong’s legacy? How has it changed space exploration?  

Morality  How can we help people through fundraising? 

Power  Based on our understanding of Beegu’s journey, how might we change our behaviours towards each other? How can we be better citizens? Our 
power to control and influence the behaviour of others. 
What is the power of Holy days and festivals? 

Sustainability Should we be continue to fund space exploration? 

WE EXPECT ALL PUPILS TO READ ALOUD WITH AN ADULT EVERYDAY, EVERY NIGHT.  

Parents/Carers should record comments in their child’s reading records. Pupils take home 2 phonics decodable books 

per week, 2 library books per week and Recommended Reads. Children can also visit their local library. 

Writing  

We will continue to work on writing sentences using 

capital letters, finger spaces and full stops correctly. 

Children will use their phonics as their main strategy for 

writing words and sentences. We will begin to write for 

different purposes, which will be in a response to our core 

text ‘Beegu.’ 

  

Children will be encouraged to orally compose their 

sentence before writing and then re-read their sentences 

to make sure that they make sense. Children will be 

starting to build up writing stamina; writing 2-3 sentences 

per task.  

 

Maths (following the Power Maths scheme)  

This term in maths, we will be building on our existing 

skills and learning by developing an understanding of 

numbers within 20 and strengthening our 

understanding of number bonds to 10.  We will also 

be teaching children fundamental skills in addition 

and subtraction, looking at a range of strategies to 

solve these problems when we encounter them. The 

children will have a focus on recognising 2D and 3D 

shapes. The children will be developing an 

understanding of counting to and across 100, 

forwards and backwards from any given number. 

Computing   
We are TV chefs 
In Autumn term 2, pupils produce short videos of 
themselves making a healthy meal or snack in the style of 
a TV chef. We will link this to our core text by creating this 
healthy snack for Beegu, as he is new to life on Earth. 

Children will continue to explore the natural environment, 

learning about some of the plants we encounter regularly in our 

local environment. They will build an understanding of what parts 

plants have and how we use some of them in our lives. We will 

grow a range of plants in both the classroom and edible 

playground. We will use our maths, writing and reading skills to 

assist us in tracking how they grow and learning to keep a diary.  

 
 
 

History 

The children will be learning all about significant 

people this half term in history. We will focus on Neil 

Armstrong and compare him to Richard Branson. We 

will learn all about who Neil Armstrong is, his early life 

and why he is significant. The children will also be 

learning about the importance of the first moon 

landing in history. They will then compare space travel 

in the past and now. 

RE 

This half term we will be learning about what role festivals and holy days 

play in the life of faith. During an assembly Year 1 will showcase their 

knowledge of Hannukah. 

Children will explore the works of 

Paul Klee to see how artists can 

show the environment through art. 

They will learn new artistic skills by 

flower pressing, sketching and leaf 

rubbing. The previous skills they 

have learned in colour mixing and 

sketching will help them evaluate 

their work and improve it. They will 

also be experimenting with oil 

pastels and crayons. 

Launch Event 

 

KIT Theatre – there has been a strange sighting around the school – 

footprints and mess found in the classroom. HoS/DH to report to classes to 

keep a lookout. 

Showcase of learning  

We look forward to sharing our 

newsletter with you. 

We will also have a home learning 

exhibition. 

PE 

The children will be focusing on developing their basic movement skills. For 

example: running, throwing, catching, and to demonstrate balance and co-

ordination. The children will be developing their basic ball skills alongside this. 

Music  

Rhythm in the way we walk and the Banana Rap 

This half term, the children will be focusing on finding 

the rhythm, pulse and improvisation. The children will 

be using their voices and actions to show the rhythm 

and pulse. The children will be listening carefully to the 

style and mood of, ‘Rhythm in the way we walk’ and 

‘Banana rap.’ 

Reading 

Phonics is the effective strategy we teach for decoding 

unknown words. Throughout the term, we will be 

teaching reading through all subjects. To support this 

we will continue our daily phonics lessons, reading 

practice sessions and whole class reading sessions 

taught across the curriculum. In phonics, we will start 

to look at the new alternative ways sounds can be 

pronounced, as well continuing to review the recently 

taught Phase 5 GPCS. Throughout our reading lessons 

our main focus will be on pupils learning to retell the 

story and make predictions about what will happen 

next. 

Science 

Vocabulary  

sorting 

materials 

plastic 

metal  

wood 

texture 

glass 
seasons 
Spring 
Summer 
Autumn 
Winter 

changes 

  

History 

Vocabulary  

past 
present 
old 
new 
significant 
exploration 
explore 
travel 
rocket 
astronaut 
compare 
 

Design and 

Technology 

Vocabulary  

model 

create 

design 

measure 

space 

length 

width 

round 

thin 

heavy 

thick 

light 

fast 

slow 

Science – Materials 
Children will explore, name, discuss and raise and answer 
questions about everyday materials so that they become 
familiar with the names of materials and properties. 
Children will work scientifically by: performing simple 
tests to explore questions. 
Seasonal changes – Children will observe and talk about 
changes in the weather and the seasons. They will observe 
changes across the four seasons and describe weather 
associated with the seasons and how day length varies.  

Design and technology 

The children will continue their 

learning of the unit ‘Axels and 

wheels.’ Children have had the 

opportunity to explore the 

materials they may use for Stanley’s 

getaway car and they will begin to 

create their car, using their design 

briefs.   

PSHE –Health and wellbeing 

This half term, the children will find about more 

about Black History month and Remembrance Day. 

They will also take part in Anti-bullying week and find 

out more about positive and difficult emotions. 

Vocabulary 
goal, emotions, bullying, happy, sad, angry, 
frustrated, upset, positive, negative. 
 
 

Supporting your child at home  
Practise the GPCs that your child is working at, at home and learn to read the tricky words for their current phase. 
Secure the understanding of number bonds to 10 and 20. Please also practise letter and number formation. 
 

Trips and experiences 

Seasonal walk around the school to observe the 

changes. KIT Theatre enrichment experience. 


