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At LMPS, we teach out KS2 pupils French and this is taught by a specialist teacher.  
 
Respecting Rights  
The policy is written with consideration to our school commitment to the Rights of the 
Child and our achievement of being a Rights Respecting School.  It complies with Article 
28 of the UNCRC ‘Every child has the right to an education’ as well as Article 29 ‘Education 
must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full.’ Although direct 
reference to this is not continuously made, the policy has been written with full 
awareness of our responsibility and commitment to children’s rights.  
 
LMPS themes 
At Lady Margaret Primary School, each unit of work is linked to the four key themes across 

the school: Legacy, morality, power and sustainability. By linking each unit of art and 

design to the four key themes, the children are posed questions about how they can make 

a change individually, as a class or as a school. In effect, children are able to use the 

themes to reflect back on and recall previously taught units in earlier years. If a theme 

applies to the lesson, a slide should be dedicated to this in the introduction.  

 
Purpose of study 
Lady Margaret Primary School believes that the acquisition and development of an 
additional language is of fundamental importance to the children. A broad and balanced 
languages curriculum is intended to develop the children’s cognitive skills, enhance their 
learning across the curriculum and improve their understanding of a culture other than 
their own. Progressive learning questions combined with a varied and systematic teaching 
approach endeavours to provide a stimulating, interesting and engaging learning 
experience for all children across the age range. Through the selection of suitably 
differentiated activities and clear, concise planning, it is intended that pupils, irrespective 
of proficiency in other languages, will enjoy success and be motivated to develop their 
individual potential.  

 
Throughout sessions, a blend of independent and collaborative learning activities aim to 
cater for children who prefer different learning styles and who have a wide range of 
strengths. These tasks are also desirous of developing a pupil’s ability to work 
independently and to respond appropriately to others, irrespective of their age gender, 
cultural or ethnic background.   
 
The activities offered and the teaching approaches adopted seek to provide pupils with 
opportunities to develop their language skills and the grammar, which underpins the 
acquisition of an additional language. Pupils are encouraged to investigate information 
about other cultures through their sessions, compare, and contrast the lives of people in 
France and other countries to their own. Learning in this area links directly to the British 
Values of tolerance and respect.  
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Whilst retaining its unique contribution to a pupil’s development of language, learning an 
additional language also has considerable potential to contribute to much wider areas of 
learning, including: developing confidence in communicating, understanding the world in 
which they live and developing socially. 
 
Aims:  
The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of 
authentic sources.  

• speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and 
asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their 
pronunciation and intonation.  

• can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the 
variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt. 

• discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language 
studied. 

 
Pupils should be taught to:  

• listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in 
and responding  

• explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and 
link the spelling, sound and meaning of words  

• engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and 
respond to those of others; seek clarification and help*  

• speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures  

• develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand 
when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases*  

• present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences*  

• read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  

• appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  

• broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words 
that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a 
dictionary  

• write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to 
express ideas clearly  

• describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing Languages – 
key stage 2 

• understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, 
including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the 
conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the 
language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these 
differ from or are similar to English. 
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Planning and Progression 
The teaching of French is based upon the National Curriculum criteria for Key Stage 2. To 
implement these plans, the specialist French teacher creates progressive planning and 
interesting resources to engage the children in their studies. As the children move 
through the school, the expectation of grammar and responses increases in accordance 
with their proficiency. The LMPS themes, legacy, morality, progress and sustainability is 
threaded throughout the planning and referred to throughout a French lesson.  

 
Access for all 
Children in any year group, represent a range of capabilities and learning styles. These 
differences can be particularly pronounced. Some will have a natural ear for language 
while others will struggle. Some are already bilingual in other languages. They will all face 
different personal learning obstacles, from grammar to pronunciation.  Young children 
have an advantage in terms of language acquisition. As children get older, they begin to 
switch from that early ability to absorb language naturally to a more explicit way of 
learning, strategies become important. 

No matter what language, differentiation can serve as an important technique to engage 
the wide range of learners in the classroom. At LMPS, we engage children in various ways 
such as, role-plays, reading exercise, practise with friends and games to ensure children 
can access the French curriculum. Being able to speak another language must be fun and 
our purpose at Lady Margaret is to build up the children’s confidence in the language. 

Extra-Curricular Activities 
Extra-curricular activities are offered in French throughout Key Stage Two. In these 
activities, the children are able to play games, which originate from France, thus 
developing both their understanding of life in France and enhancing their confidence at 
speaking French with their peers.  
 
Assessment  
Modern foreign languages is reviewed on a half termly basis through a combination of 
learning walks, lesson observations, book monitoring, pupil voice and the quality of 
learning environments.  
 
The Role of the MFL leader of learning 
The MFL leader, leads the maintenance and development of the subject. They are 
responsible for assuring quality and standards in the subject by: 

• Taking the lead in the development, evaluation and amendment of schemes of 
work as and when necessary. 

• Prioritises improvements for the teaching and learning of languages across the 
school and contributes to the school improvement plan, in consultation with the 
Headteacher and Governing Body. 
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• Ensures that the school’s senior leaders and governors are kept informed about 
the quality of teaching and learning in history. 

• The subject leader will monitor children’s progress and will monitor and evaluate 
history provision in the school by conducting regular work scrutiny, learning walks 
and deep dives. They will use this data to inform the subject development plan, 
which will detail how standards in the subject are to be maintained and developed 
further. 

• Monitors progression and continuity of languages throughout the school through 
lesson observations and regular monitoring of outcomes of work in French books. 

• Provides ‘expertise’ to assist staff in the delivery of the curriculum: ensures 
teachers understand the requirements of the National Curriculum and supports 
them to plan lessons. 

• Evaluates, on a regular basis, the policy and scheme of work to ensure they form 
the basis of practice of history within the school. 

• The subject leader will, on a regular basis, organise, audit and purchase whole 
school and class-based French resources. 

• Reads widely around pedagogy relating to the learning and teaching of history; 
takes responsibility for managing own professional development by participating 
in external training, independent private study, engaging in educational research 
and scholarly reading. 

• Develops opportunities for parents/carers to become more involved in French and 
keeps parent/carers informed through the weekly newsletter.  

• They will ensure the high quality of French displays around the school and involve 
the school in ‘celebrations’ of languages, including participation in events such as 
showcase events. 

• The subject leader will extend relationships and make contacts beyond the school. 
 
 

 
 

 


