
 Learning and Motivation leads to Progress and Success  

Curriculum Overview Year 2: Autumn 2 
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Themes 

Legacy  Climate change - what legacy will there be if we don’t change? 

Morality  Should the animals accept Leaf into the woods?  
Role of humans and extinction of animals 
Is it right to exclude others because they are different? (Link to modern day immigration) 

Power  Impact of actions are powerful as actions can create climate change. 

Sustainability What can we change to have a more sustainable planet? Current affairs: Greta Thunberg, Extinction Rebellion 

WE EXPECT ALL PUPILS TO READ ALOUD WITH AN ADULT EVERYDAY, EVERY NIGHT.  

Parents/carers should record comments in your child/rens reading record books. Pupils take home 2 phonics books 

per week and 2 library books per week. You can also visit your local library. 

Supporting your child at home  
Read every day and every night. Learn the Spellings for Years 1 and 2. Learn the 2, 5 and 10 times tables fluently. Look at different 

notes/coins so children can recognise them. Discuss the environment and weather with children. Discuss different materials for science, look 

at websites for example BBC Bitesize for further support. 

Writing  

This term, we shall be reading the story ‘Leaf’. They will be 

focusing on using the correct punctuation when writing, 

thinking of their sentence and saying it aloud before writing, 

along with a specific focus on expanded noun phrases and the 

use of co-ordinating conjunctions ‘and, or but’ when joining 

phrases. We will also be looking at the use of different 

sentence forms including questions and exclamations. The 

children will be practising these writing skills through 

persuasive letter writing.   

 

 

Maths 

In maths, we will be looking at the times 

tables and children will need to know their 2, 

5 and 10 times tables. They will begin by re-

capping Year 1 subjects such as numbers to 

100. We will then move on to telling the time 

and being able to recognise coins and notes, 

as well as being able to add and subtract 

money and solve word problems.   

Science  

In Science, we will be looking at materials. Children will be performing simple 

experiments to observe, gather and record data findings. They will know a range of 

properties for different materials including wood, glass and paper and begin to 

discuss the changes to materials based on movement. They will use this knowledge 

to compare and group materials based on their properties.    

 

Geography 

In Geography, children will be studying the Arctic. They will be using a range of 

resources including maps and globes to identify where the Arctic is and how large 

it is. Children will understand the differences between the northern and southern 

parts of the Arctic. They will begin to look at the climate in the Arctic and compare 

this to the climate of our local area whilst also discussing the human and physical 

features of both places. They will enquire about the range of different animals that 

live in the Arctic and understand how these animal suit and adapt to their habitat. 

Children will understand the term climate change and that humans can contribute 

to climate change based on their actions. They will discuss ways that they can 

reduce, reuse and recycle in order to benefit the environment and help climate 

change. 

 

RE 

In RE, pupils will learn what it means to be a Hindu for those 

who follow the Hindu religion. There will be an opportunity to 

explore the importance of Hinduism within the home, the role 

of Hindu temples as places of worship and to consider the 

celebrations that Hindus observe. Pupils will have the 

opportunities to ask questions to a Hindu visitor. 

 

Art and Design/Design Technology 

Children will study artists inspired by the Arctic such as JM 

W Turner. They will focus on primary and secondary 

colours and colour mixing to create a mood. Children will 

make a Leaf’s environment and discuss the use of colour 

and how the environment has been portrayed. They will 

also paint the Northern lights using watercolours and use 

charcoal to draw the silhouettes of the trees. 

Vocabulary  
Arctic, primary and secondary colours, design, structure, 
colour, painting, mixing  
 

 

 

 

Launch Event 

Children to learn 

songs related to our 

topic and create 

their own globes. 

Showcase of learning  

D.T – Globes (launch)  

Art – Painting the Northern lights and 

using charcoal for the trees. 

PE 

Children will learn about invasion games and ball skills and have an 

introduction to football. Pupils will develop fundamental movement skills, 

become increasingly competent and confident and access a broad range of 

opportunities to extend their agility, teamwork and co-ordination. 

 

 

Music 

Children will learn about 

pace, pulse and rhythm 

through the fun song ‘Hands, 

feet, heart’. Children will be 

singing during this unit.  

 

 

 

Computing  

In Computing, children will learn how to use the internet 

safely to find information. They will also be using Scratch Jr to 

learn about coding and inputting information. They will learn 

how algorithms work an-d begin creating their own code to 

move a sprite. 

Reading 

Through reading a range of stories and text, children will develop 

a love of reading, which will be encouraged by the class teacher 

through library sessions, daily story time, reading practice sessions 

and through DYAD reading partners.  Children will be able to 

recognise simple recurring literary language in stories. They will be 

using retrieval skills to answers questions from a text and make 

predictions and inferences based on pictures from a book. They 

will continue to develop their knowledge of phonics through daily 

phonics lessons. 

Geography 

Vocabulary  

climate 
change 
habitat 
Northern 
Southern 
reduce 
reuse 
recycle  
 

Science 

Vocabulary  

materials 
properties 
wood, paper 
plastic 
glass, rigid 

brick, rock 
cardboard 
squash 
bend, twist 
stretch 
waterproof 
 

 

Trips and Experiences 
Launch experience – creating our own 

globes linked to our geography topic 

the Arctic and our core text. 

PSHE –Health and Well-being 

In PSHE children will identify how PSHE is linked to 

Rights Respecting. Children will learn about setting 

goals, the importance of exercise and a healthy diet, 

harmful substances such as smoking, anti-bullying, 

conflict and resolution and parliament. Every lesson 

will begin by looking at the British values. 

Vocabulary 

healthy, unhealthy, balance, portion, managing 
risks, smoking, parliament bullying, unkindness, 
conflict, resolve, hazardous substances, keeping 
safe. 
 

  


