
Learning and Motivation leads to Progress and Success 

Curriculum Overview Year N: Autumn 1: Explore Learn and Sing 
 

 

 

 
Themes 

Legacy  The learning we do in Nursery and Reception provides us with the building blocks for our future.  

Morality  We always try hard to do the right thing, even when no-one is watching.    

Power  Our actions have power to both help and hurt.  

Sustainability We look after our classroom resources so they are not broken, lost or wasted  

English- Reading and Writing:  
This term, we will work on developing the children’s speaking and 
listening skills through teaching of Phase One Phonics activities. Phase 
1 phonics activities pave the way for children to make a good start at 
reading and writing. The activities will allow children to develop 
children’s listening skills and awareness of sounds in the environment.  
We will plan activities to ensure children experience regular, planned 
opportunities to listen carefully and talk extensively about what they 
hear, see and do. The children will be learning to sing a selection of 
nursery rhymes through daily rhyme time and children will take part in 
a daily story time session as well. Our core text, ‘Here We Go Round 
the Mulberry Bush’ is a book with strong repetition and strong 
rhyming pattern. To support writing development, we will continue 
with our daily ‘Dough Disco’ as well as daily activities to build hand 
strength and develop writing muscles.  

Maths  

This half term the children will be learning about shapes, 
using them to make arrangements and categorise objects 
according to shape, colour and size. They will be learning to 
use some number names in sequence through singing 
number. 

Understanding the World: As part of this term’s topic ‘Explore, 

Learn and Sing,’ children will be exploring their new learning 

environments. We will be exploring our five senses; Touch, Sight, 

Smell, Hear and Taste through a range of teaching sessions and 

continuous provision activities in the indoor and outdoor 

environment. We will also be learning to name some body parts 

through action rhymes and stories.  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: We will be working 

on expressing our preferences and interests within the learning 
environment. We will also be working on and selecting activities and 
resources around us with some help.  
Big questions:  Why do we need rules? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXxAUrjG5Wk  
What should our classroom rules be? 

 

Speaking and Listening  
 
Spoken communication continues to 
be a big focus for the children in 
nursery as we encourage them to use 
their language to communicate their 
needs and wants in simple sentences 
Children should be develop the 
confidence to speak to people in their 
new surroundings and begin to build 
friendships with their peers. 
Our daily rhyme time, provision of 
carefully selected and planed for 
activities in the setting as well as 
teaching sessions give all children the 
opportunity to build confidence when 
speaking aloud.  
 

Outdoor Learning Environment Enrichment: 

Preparing the garden area and harvesting vegetables for 
Looking after and caring for the chickens and the rest of our 
Nursery garden. 

 

Supporting your child at home  
Read with your child daily encouraging children to talk about 
the story and characters 
Listen and Tune into different environmental sounds  
Sing Number rhymes with your child.  
Encourage your child to speak clearly. 
Gathering their own belongings and practise putting on their 
coats/shoes. 
Visit the park- climbing and swinging is excellent for building 
muscles for writing!  
Visit the library 
   

Launch Events 

Settling into Nursery  
Stay and Learn sessions 

Enrichment  

Listening walks around school 

Harvesting fruit and veg from the 

nursery garden 

 

 

End of Topic event 
Rhyme Performance 
to Families  

WE EXPECT ALL PUPILS TO SHARE A BOOK/ BE READ TO WITH AN ADULT EVERYDAY, EVERY NIGHT.  

Parents/carers should record comments in your child’s/rens reading record books. Pupils take home 2 ‘stage’ books 

per week and 2 library books per week. You can also visit your local library. 

Vocabulary 
head 

shoulders 
knees 
toes 
eyes 
ears 

mouth 
arm 
leg 

nose 
you 
me 
hair 
feel 

taste 
hear 
smell 

 

Expressive Arts /Design and Technology  
 
We will be learning to sing the nursery rhymes and action songs; Here We Go Round the Mulberry Bush, Head 
Shoulders Knees and Toes, One Little Finger and One Finger One Thumb. In art, we will be exploring colours and 
mixing them to see what happens. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXxAUrjG5Wk

