
 Learning and Motivation leads to Progress and Success  

Curriculum Overview Year 5: Autumn 1 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Themes 
Legacy  What is the legacy of the Vikings? Where did the Vikings leave their mark in Britain? What is the legacy of Alfred the Great? How have the wide 

ranging reforms which he introduced impacted on today’s Britain? 
Morality  Should the Vikings have invaded Britain? Are zoos necessary for the protection of animals? Learning how to treat each other with kindness and 

making good choices in our lives.  

Power  Based on our understanding of Hiccup’s life, how did he become a great leader, accept his differences and embrace his strengths and weaknesses? 
What are our own strengths and weaknesses? How was power gained in Medieval Britain and how is power used today? 

Sustainability The way in which the Vikings lived was sustainable – nothing went to waste. How can we learn from this today?  Understanding how energy sources 
can be more sustainable and how good eating habits can promote sustainability.  

WE EXPECT ALL PUPILS TO READ ALOUD WITH AN ADULT EVERYDAY, EVERY NIGHT.  

Parents/carers should record comments in your child/ren’s reading record books. Pupils take home 2 stage books per 

week (unless they are a ‘free reader’) and 2 library books per week. You can also visit your local library. 

Supporting your child at home  
Ensure they know all multiplication facts up to 12 times tables and the division equivalents. Read with your child every day. Ensure they know the 
year 3, 4 and 5 spelling lists and they practise their weekly spellings. 

Writing 

Pupils will learn how to write a narrative description and a non-chronological piece of 
information writing about an imaginary dragon.  Pupils will learn how to use brackets, dashes 
or commas to indicate parenthesis, commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity and use 
modal verbs such as must and should. They will also debate the question, “Is it right to 
capture and train dragons?” and write a balanced argument from this discussion. As part of 
this, they will look at similar discussions, for example the morality of zoos. They will also learn 
how to include adverbs and relative pronouns in their writing. Pupils will also write poetry, a 
diary entry and produce other written work connected to history and science.  

 

Maths 
In maths, pupils will be learning to read, write and compare numbers to 1, 000,000 
whilst determining the value of each digit. They will learn to work in steps of powers 
of 10 either counting forwards or backwards for numbers up to 1,000,000. They will 
also revisit and revise rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10 000 and 
100 000. They will use these methods to help them solve number and practical 
problems. They will be taught how to read and recognise numbers in Roman 
Numerals including years. They will be learning how to interpret positive and 
negative numbers in context, whilst counting forwards and backwards through zero. 

Computing   

Pupils will begin to understand types of computer networks including the internet 

through the topic: ‘Computer Historians’. They will begin by recognising the 

advantages and risks of using technology to communicate and how best to handle a 

situation. They will begin to become responsible, competent and confident at using 

computing by considering the range of services and opportunities computers provide 

us with including communication and collaboration. 

Science  
In science, pupils will be learning about the effects of gravity on 
Earth and will be able to explain the act of unsupported objects 
falling. They will be learning about the acts of moving surfaces due 
to air resistance, water resistance and friction. Pupils will be taught 
to recognise a range of different mechanisms including levers, 
pulleys and gears. They will investigate the use of mechanisms and 
should show that a smaller force has a greater effect. Pupils will 
take measurements with accuracy and precision and then record 
and present their findings in conclusions to show relationships. 
Vocabulary 
gravity, air resistance, water resistance, friction, force 

History 

In history, pupils will find out how Viking influence spread 

through different parts of the world and how over a period 

of years, the Vikings eventually settled in Britain.  They will 

develop their understanding of chronology, placing events 

on a timeline. Pupils will explore more fully reasons for 

invasion and settlement and understand who the Anglo-

Saxons were. They will learn about the reign of Alfred the 

Great - why he is the only British monarch to be dubbed 

‘Great’. Pupils will also explore the end of Viking and Anglo-

Saxon rule (with the invasion of the Normans). 

Vocabulary 

invade, conquer, settle, rule, Viking, Anglo-Saxon 

 

RE, 

In RE, pupils to learn about the 
ways in which Muslims practice 
their faith in daily life, in the 
home, at the mosque and within 
wider society. The focus will be on 
the practical outworking of Islamic 
belief within those actions, 
behaviours, customs, traditions 
and duties that shape the identity 
of Muslims. 

Art and design/Design Technology 

In art, pupils will design, make and evaluate a moving toy dragon. They will 
generate ideas through investigating the best mechanism to use in order to make 
the wings move. They will learn the purpose of drawing up a specification 
beforehand to help with their designs and evaluate their product against their 
specification. Pupils will develop their ideas through annotated sketches and 
diagrams. They will be using a range of different tools and equipment to ensure a 
good quality finish to the product. 
Vocabulary 
lever, fulcrum, mechanism, clad, structure 

Launch Event 
Pupils will work as a team to design and create a Viking long 
boat. This will be tested to see if it will float on water. They 
will also explore life as a Viking as they act out a script about 
a Viking family and make runestones.  

Showcase of learning  

Pupils will present and showcase their learning over the half term in the year 5 

curriculum newsletter. 

PE 
In PE, pupils will start transferring 
their skills into games such as 
football. They will also develop their 
agility and general fitness. 

Trips and experiences 
Our launch events will inspire the 
children to learn about the Vikings in 
depth. 

Music 
In music, children will be learning about 
Rock Anthems. Pupils will be taught to 
learn and perform the song ‘Livin’ on a 
Prayer’. They will learn the importance 
of pitch and pace within a song and also 
experiment by playing instruments and 
improvising with the song.  

Modern Foreign Languages: French  

In French, pupils will develop their French 

vocabulary around the topic of French 

schools including uniform, the school day, 

holidays, instructions in class and 

numbers up to 100. 

Reading 

Pupils will discuss and evaluate how authors use language, considering the impact on the 
reader. In supported reading sessions pupils will be reading a range of texts including 
Skellig written by David Almond. In supported reading they will develop their fluency, 
extend their vocabulary and improve their ability to answer questions based on their 
reading. Pupils will also be expected to ask questions to improve their understanding of 
the texts studied.   Pupils will be drawing inferences from their reading, such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions and justify their inferences 
with evidence. They will be making comparisons within and across books, pupils will also 
have the opportunity to watch parts of the film and compare it to the book. Pupils will also 
be expected to discuss their reading preferences and recommend books that they have 
read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices. 

 

Geography 

In geography, pupils will develop their understanding of the 

world through studying maps. They will look at the 

territories from which the Vikings came and where they 

chose to invade. By looking at a range of maps, children will 

be able to discover how land use has changed and establish 

the reasons for this.  

Vocabulary 

invade, settle, land use, aerial photographs. sustainable 

 

 

PSHE – Health and well-being 

In PSHE, pupils will learn how to set a goal, know the importance of self-care and 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle. Pupils will be able to explain the function of nutrients 
and fibre and know why it is important to keep hydrated. They will also explore the 
concept of fairness and how people decide what is fair and unfair 
Vocabulary 
Rules, goal, achieve, healthy, balance, nutrients, fibre, Labels, fair, unfair, excluded, 
included, risks, legal, illegal, misconceptions 


