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In this session we will focus on:

• the National Curriculum and assessment of pupils. 

• how we teach reading in KS2 at LMPS.

• how parents can find out what we are teaching and when.

• how parents can support children – with resources 

provided. 

• any questions.  
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The National Curriculum at Key Stage 2. . 

The National Curriculum for English’s  aims are these:
Children should:
• read easily, fluently and with good understanding 
• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for 

both pleasure and information 
• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of 

grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for 
reading, writing and spoken language 



The National Curriculum Aims. 

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

• write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and 
style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 

• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and 
explain clearly their understanding and ideas

• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal 
presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate 



Reading and the National Curriculum 

• The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 consist of 
two dimensions: 

• word reading 

• comprehension (both listening and reading)



Word reading 

• Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the 
pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy 
recognition of familiar printed words. 

• Underpinning both is the understanding that the letters on the page 
represent the sounds in spoken words. 

• This is why phonics should be emphasised in the early teaching of 
reading to beginners (i.e. unskilled readers) when they start school.   
This is also true for children that join  the school in KS2 that are New 
to English. 



Comprehension skills. 

• Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of 
vocabulary and grammar) and on knowledge of the world. 

• Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality 
discussion with the teacher, as well as from reading and discussing a range of 
stories, poems and non-fiction. 

• All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-
fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in which 
they live, to establish an appreciation and love of reading, and to gain 
knowledge across the curriculum. 

• Reading widely and often increases pupils’ vocabulary because they 
encounter words they would rarely hear or use in everyday speech. Reading 
also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure-house of wonder and 
joy for curious young minds



Reading domains:  these are the areas which 
the children are taught throughout KS2.  



How we teach reading in KS2. 

• Reading is taught during daily English lessons. It is taught through the core 
text in a number of different ways:  modelling by the teacher, choral reading, 
group reading and individual reading. 

• Reading is also a key element of every lesson. 

• Class teachers and Teaching Assistants will listen to children read on an 
individual basis where possible and where needed. 

• Phonics teaching is available for children that are New to English or for 
children that require it. 

• Reading boosters are set up to develop children’s reading skills further. 

• It is crucial that children develop a love of reading and are reading every day 
at home for at least 15 minutes with an adult. 



Assessment and End of Key Stage two tests . 

• Reading is assessed by teachers when they read with your child and 
through on-going assessment in class.  Children from Years 3 – 5 also 
sit a Reading test every term.

• In Year 6, children sit half termly tests which are previous end of key 
stage papers. 

• The Reading end of Key Stage Two test consists of one paper. 

• There are three texts, which become more difficult. Each text has a set 
of questions which test the areas of reading that the children will have 
studied throughout KS2. 
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Developing confidence in reading.

• One of the key areas to develop is children’s confidence in talking 
about their reading and making presentations. 

• At LMPS, ways in which we encourage children to become confident 
speakers are by:

• Including Oracy in every lesson.  This means children talk in pairs, 
trios or table groups to share their ideas. 

• Enriching the vocabulary the children use to talk about their reading is 
a key part of every lesson.

• Creating opportunities to present information through class 
presentations, debates, assemblies and end of topic showcases.



Teaching at LMPS - some video clips

• Teaching in Y6. Whole class read offers opportunities to discuss 
vocabulary, direct questions to pairs and discuss ideas. The level of 
answers given is a direct result of the consistent teaching of 
vocabulary and inference skills throughout the key stage. The skills of 
recall from previous lessons and inferring the emotions and feelings of 
the poet can be clearly seen here. 12:00 – 15:00

• Storytime in Year 6. While reading to the class, the questioning of 
children is just as important as it is in the early years. 1556.



Clips continued.

• One to one reading in KS2. Asking the simple question, "What 
has happened so far in the text" allows the child to recall the story so 
far and connect their prior knowledge to the text. 18:00 – RK

• Examples of sharing vocabulary with children can be seen in this clip 
with EH. 22:00

• Using the 5 Ws – who, what, where, when and why is a very effective 
way of retrieving information from the text and parents can do this 
very easily – use the bookmark to support you. UA 27:00
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How can parents find out what we are teaching in KS2?

• Have a look on the website for your child’s year group, for example:

• Year-6-Parent-Overview-Autumn-2.pdf (ladymargaret.ealing.sch.uk)

• This should have the curriculum overview for the next half term. 

• The Reading area on the  LMPS website will have information to 
support you and your child. 

• English | Lady Margaret Primary School

http://www.ladymargaret.ealing.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Year-6-Parent-Overview-Autumn-2.pdf
http://www.ladymargaret.ealing.sch.uk/english/
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What parents can do to support their children to achieve these aims. 

• Listen to your child read every day  - for at least 15 minutes.

• Talk to your child about their reading – if your child is fluent in their 
home language, they will be more competent in English.  Read with 
your child in your home language if you can. 

• Question types you can use to ask your children about their reading 
are provided for you.  Children not only need to be able to read 
fluently but also be able to understand what is happening in the book, 
be able to predict what might happen next and understand how 
characters may be feeling. 



Any Questions. 

• Resources to support you with reading with your child are provided. 

• Please do let us know if you would like any further support. 








