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Purpose of study 
This new Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education for the London Borough of Ealing has been developed by the SACRE, supported by Religious Education professionals, including the borough’s RE Network of school 
RE subject heads. The document replaces the previous syllabus for Religious Education, Sowing the Seeds of the Future: An Exploration of Human Beliefs and Values, which was published in 2014. The new syllabus 
seeks to build on the earlier provision in a number of distinctive, yet integrated, ways. 
 These include:  

 A focus on key questions, both as the basis for unit titles and as a framework for learning and teaching within each unit, for Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. 

 A combination of systematic and thematic themes for the range of units within the syllabus, so that children and young people are offered opportunities both to engage with specific religious traditions 
and to explore cross-cutting themes that can be studied with reference to several religious traditions.  

 A spiral model, which includes asking questions, investigation, drawing conclusions, evaluation, reflection and expression. 

 The sequencing of the units, so that progression is achieved in the learning of the pupils as they study Religious Education. 

 The three dimensions of religion – believing, behaving and belonging – form the basis for the organisation of the modules within our RE curriculum in line with the new Ealing Locally Agreed Religious 
Education Syllabus, as will be evident from the unit outlines.  

 Underpinning our RE curriculum will be six Big ideas. Big Ideas are generalised summaries of what we want our pupils to understand by the end of their RE in school. Big Ideas act as pegs’ on which pupils 
can hang the myriad pieces of knowledge they acquire over the years of RE study in order to make sense of them. Big Ideas are designed to be transferable outside the classroom. 

  The design of the curriculum provides coherent, progressive and systematic opportunities to address and revisit the Big Ideas of RE and the three dimensions of religion. 
 Big Ideas are summarised in headlines that are short enough to be remembered but focused enough to act as reminders of their full significance. (memorable). For each of the units a main Big Idea has 

been linked with another playing a subsidiary role.  

 

Pupils should be taught to 

 Describe and make connections between different features of the religions and worldviews they study, discovering more about celebrations, worship, pilgrimages 
and rituals. 

 Describe and understand links between stories and other aspects of the communities they are investigating, responding thoughtfully to a range of sources of wisdom 
and to beliefs and teachings of different communities. 

 Explore and describe a range of beliefs, symbols and actions so they can understand different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning. 

 Observe and understand varied examples of religions and worldviews so that they can explain, with reasons, their meanings and significance to individuals and their 
communities. 

 Understand the challenges of commitment to a faith community, suggesting why belonging to a community might be valuable. 

 Observe and consider different dimensions of religion, showing an understanding of similarities and differences within and between religions and worldviews. 

 Discuss and present their own and others’ views on questions of belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, through different forms such as music, art and poetry. 

 Consider and apply ideas about ways in which diverse communities live together for the wellbeing of all, taking account of values, community and respect. 

 Discuss and apply their own and others’ ideas about ethical questions, including ideas about right and wrong, and justice and fairness. 
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Foundation Stage 
Religious Education in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) will have a distinctive character that is appropriate for young children who are beginning their journey through 
the school. There is no statutory requirement to teach Religious Education to children in nursery education, although there are examples of good practices where nurseries 
do, voluntarily, decide to explore religious themes with very young children. Religious Education must, however, by law, be taught to all children within the Reception year, 
unless their parents withdraw them from this provision.  
The teaching of Religious Education within the EYFS will normally focus on approaches that start with the experience of the child and develop this so that beliefs, practices 
and community identity within different religious traditions can be explored. The subject should enable young children to 

Key stage 1  
Religious Education in Key Stage 1 will build on the exploration of different religions and worldviews, which was introduced in the Foundation Stage. Children in Key Stage 1 
will be provided with opportunities to reflect upon the human religious quest in its many expressions and consider the value of a range of different religions and worldviews. 
They should be encouraged to raise and investigate a variety of questions about meaning, purpose and value and come to appreciate that there are many different responses 
to these questions. They should also be invited to make connection between different religions and worldviews, identifying those elements that are similar and distinctive, 
and to draw on their own insights, reflections and perspectives as these are provoked by the studies that they engage in.   
The Key Stage 1 units in this new Locally Agreed Syllabus include a combination of units with a systematic focus, which explore specific religions and worldview, and those 
that have a thematic approach, which will draw on many different religions and worldviews. The units have also been grouped into categories, depending on whether the 
primary area of enquiry relates to believing, behaving or belonging.  
The outcomes expected of pupils at the end of Key Stage 1, as set out by the Religious Education Council, are shown in the table below. 
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Key stage 2  
Religious Education in Key Stage 2 will extend the knowledge, understanding and skills that were developed by pupils within Key Stage 1 through a deeper and more 
sophisticated examination of religions and worldviews. As in the earlier Key Stage, this will involve a combination of systematic studies, which focus on specific religious 
traditions, and thematic explorations that may draw on several different religious perspectives.  The use of key questions, for units and lessons, will again be helpful in 
framing the learning for pupils and provide a basis for assessment activities.   
Pupils in Key Stage 2 will be invited to move beyond recall and recognition with respect to religions and worldviews and be expected to demonstrate more advanced skills. 
These may include the ability to retell religious narratives; describe with greater accuracy and detail the key elements of believing, behaving and belonging that are 
associated with the religious traditions being investigated; communicate an understanding of the links between sources of authority, beliefs, practices, and forms of worship; 
utilise a wider range of religious terms; investigate questions of meaning, purpose and value as these pertain to their own and others’ experiences; show that they can 
understand a range of points of view on questions of religion and belief; and provide reasoned arguments for their own perspectives.   
The outcomes expected of pupils at the end of Key Stage 2, as set out by the Religious Education Council, are shown in the table below 
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  Autumn Spring Summer 

EY
S 

What times are 
special too us? 

(Behaving) 

What can we learn 
from special stories? 

(Behaving) 

What makes people 
special? 

(Believing) 

What makes a place 
special? 

(Belonging) 

How should we look 
after the world? 

(Behaving) 

What things are special 
to us? 

(Belonging) 
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Big question: What 
does it mean to be a 
member of the 
Jewish community? 
(Belonging) 
 
Pupils will have the 
opportunity to learn 
about the Jewish 
religious tradition 
and the practices, 
beliefs and sense of 
belonging that are 
important for Jewish 
people. 
 
Big Idea 1: 
Continuity, change 
and diversity 
Big Idea 2: Words 
and beyond 
 
Legacy: How do 
religions pass stories 
from generation to 
the next? 

Big question: What 
role do festivals and 
holy days play in the 
life of faith? 
(Belonging) 
 
Pupils will explore the 
role of special events 
within religious 
traditions and 
communities. 
 
Big Idea 1: Continuity, 
change and diversity 
Big Idea 2: Words and 
beyond 
 
Power: What is the 
power of Holy days 
and festivals? 

Big question: What do 
Christians believe about 
God?  
(Believing) 
 
Pupils find out what the 
main beliefs of Christians 
are, how they relate to 
beliefs about the nature of 
God and the importance 
of the Bible and the place 
of Jesus within the 
Christian faith. 
 
Big idea 3: How to live a 
good life  
Big Idea 4: Making sense 
of life’s experiences 
Big Idea 6: The big picture 
 
Morality: 

Big question: What can 
we learn from creation 
stories? 
(Believing) 
 
Pupils will study a variety 
of Creation stories and 
reflect on the way in 
which people of faith seek 
to respond to a belief in 
God as Creator. Pupils will 
also discuss the 
responsibility we all share 
for looking after the Earth. 
 
Big idea 3: How to live a 
good life  
Big Idea 4: Making sense 
of life’s experiences 
Big Idea 6: The big picture 
 
Sustainability: 
 

Big question: Why is 
prayer important for 
many people? 
(Behaving) 
 
Pupils will find out about 
prayer several religions 
and in religious and will 
think about the parallel 
activities undertaken by 
non-religious people, 
such as meditation, 
silence, contemplation 
and reflection. 
 
Big Idea 5: Influence, 
community, culture and 
power 
 
Power: 

Big question: How can 
Humanism help us to 
care for one another? 
(Behaving) 
 
Pupils will find out about 
Humanism. Pupils will 
come to understand how 
Humanism promotes a 
responsible framework 
for shaping individual 
actions and collective 
behaviours 
 
Big Idea 5: Influence, 
community, culture and 
power 
Sustainability  
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Big question: What 
does it mean to be a 
Hindu? 
(Belonging) 

 

Big question: What 
does it mean to be a 
Sikh? 
(Belonging) 
 

Big question: What is 
Buddhism? 
(Believing) 
 

Big question: What is the 
place of the church in 
Christianity? 
(Believing) 
 

Big question: What is 
Islam? 
(Behaving) 
 

Big question: How do we 
mark stages in the 
human journey? 
(Behaving) 
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Pupils will learn 
about the 
complexity, richness 
and variety of 
Hinduism and the 
way that it shapes 
the lives of many 
people in countries 
across the world. 
Pupils will explore 
the importance of 
Hinduism within the 
home and the role of 
Hindu temples as 
places of worship. 
 
Big Idea 1: 
Continuity, change 
and diversity 
Big Idea 2: Words 
and beyond 
 
Power: Are symbols 
and acts of expression 
more powerful than 
words? 

 
 

Pupils will learn about 
the Sikh tradition. 
Pupils will focus on 
the origin and 
development of 
Sikhism under the 
leadership of Guru 
Nanak, the way in 
which the religion 
developed through 
the line of the Gurus 
and the particular 
importance that the 
sacred text, the Guru 
Granth Sahib, plays 
within Sikhism.  
 
Big Idea 1: Continuity, 
change and diversity 
Big Idea 2: Words and 
beyond 
 
Sustainability: How do 
Sikhs guiding principle 
of guardianship effect 
how they look after 
the world? 

Pupils will find out about 
Buddhism and the life, 
sayings and teachings of 
the Siddhartha Gautama 
(the Buddha); the central 
principles of Buddhism, 
the Three Jewels and the 
expression of Buddhism 
encountered in Buddhist 
communities of monks 
and nuns (the Sangha). 
 
Big idea 3: How to live a 
good life  
Big Idea 4: Making sense 
of life’s experiences 
 
Morality: 
 

Pupils will find out the 
purpose, features, 
functions and activities of 
the principal place of 
worship within 
Christianity. Pupils will 
learn about the multiple 
meanings associated with 
the word ‘church’ within 
the Christian tradition and 
identifies the place of the 
church in building the 
Christian community, in 
public worship and in 
initiatives that promote 
community wellbeing. 
 
Big idea 3: How to live a 
good life  
Big Idea 4: Making sense 
of life’s experiences 
Big Idea 6: The big picture 
 
Legacy 

Pupils will learn about 
the key beliefs, practices 
and principles of 
collective belonging that 
are central to Islam. 
Pupils will have the 
opportunity to visit to a 
mosque and they will 
also learn about the 
great esteem with which 
Muslims hold the 
Prophet Muhammad and 
the Qur’an. 
 
Big Idea 5: Influence, 
community, culture and 
power 
 
Morality 

Pupils have the 
opportunity to learn 
about and reflect upon 
the most significant 
events and passages in 
the human experience 
from birth to death. 
Pupils consider these 
from their personal 
perspective, recall their 
experiences of important 
events in the lives of 
those they know and 
consider how religious 
and non-religious 
traditions mark the 
principal stages of the 
human journey. 
 
Big Idea 5: Influence, 
community, culture and 
power 
 
Legacy 
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Big question: What 
can we learn from 
different religious 
symbols? 
(Belonging) 
 
Pupils explore the 
symbolic dimension 

Big question: What 
do sacred texts within 
Hinduism say about 
God? 
(Belonging) 
 
Pupils will explore the 
Hindu understanding 

Big question: Why is 
pilgrimage important in 
some religious traditions? 
(Behaving) 
 
Pupils will be able to learn 
about the origin of 
pilgrimage, the places of 

Big question: Is Easter a 
festival of New Life or 
Sacrifice?   
(Believing) 
 
Pupils explore the 
importance of Easter and 
the period leading up to it 

Big question: What does 
it mean to follow 
Buddha? 
(Behaving) 
 
Pupils will find out what 
Buddhists mean when 
they speak of following 

Big question: How do 
sacred scriptures inform 
religious beliefs?  
(Believing) 
 
Pupils will have the 
opportunity to explore 
the significant role that 
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of religious life by 
examining the 
symbols, artefacts, 
clothing, food and 
gestures that are 
associated with 
different religious 
traditions. Pupils 
consider the 
meaning that these 
elements hold for 
people of faith, both 
individually and 
collectively. 
 
Big Idea 1: 
Continuity, change 
and diversity 
Big Idea 2: Words 
and beyond 
Power 
 
Power: Are signs and 
symbols more 
powerful than 
words? 

of God and how this is 
presented in the vast 
and complex 
collection of sacred 
Sanskrit writings of 
Hinduism as well as in 
the oral tradition of 
scripture within the 
religion. 
 
Big Idea 1: Continuity, 
change and diversity 
Big Idea 2: Words and 
beyond 
 
Legacy: What is the 
power of sacred 
texts? 
 

pilgrimage within different 
faith traditions, the 
practices that are 
associated with various 
forms of pilgrimage and 
the impact that these 
have on pilgrims. 
 
Big Idea 5: Influence, 
community, culture and 
power 
 
Legacy 
 

(Lent) for Christians in 
churches across the world. 
It will enable pupils to 
understand the biblical 
foundations for this period 
within the Christian year, 
the theological 
significance of the events 
associated with the 
period. 
 
Big idea 3: How to live a 
good life  
Big Idea 4: Making sense 
of life’s experiences 
Big Idea 6: The big picture 
 
Morality 

the Buddha’s teachings 
(the Dharma). Pupils will 
Buddha’s diagnosis of 
the human condition, his 
understanding of the 
suffering (dukkha) and 
impermanence (anicca), 
and the teaching that he 
provided on the truth 
about life and the path 
to happiness and 
enlightenment. 
 
Big Idea 5: Influence, 
community, culture and 
power 
 
Sustainability 
 
 

sacred scriptures play as 
sources of authority 
within religious tradition. 
Pupils will examine the 
status, content, function 
and purpose of holy texts 
and consider the part 
they play in both 
individual and collective 
religious practices. 
 
Big idea 3: How to live a 
good life  
Big Idea 6: The big picture 
 
Legacy 
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Big question: What 
do Muslims believe? 
(Believing) 
 
Pupils will find out 
the beliefs Muslims, 
what they hold 
about the nature of 
God; the manner in 
which God has 

Big question: What is 
significant to 
Christians about 
Jesus' life and 
teaching? 
(Believing) 
 
Pupils will find out 
about the events in 
Jesus’ life. Pupils will 

Big question: What does 
Sikhism teach us about 
selfless service? 
(Behaving) 
 
Pupils will learn about the 
central beliefs and 
practices of Sikhism. In 
particular, pupils will focus 
on the principle of selfless 

Big question: In what 
ways can art and design 
express religious belief? 
(Behaving) 
 
Pupils will find out the 
value and potential of art 
and design in conveying 
symbolic meaning, 
signifying religious 

Big question: Why are 
festivals, celebrations 
and High Holy Days so 
important within 
Judaism? 
(Belonging) 
 
Pupils will find out about 
the most important 
events within the Jewish 

Big question: In what 
ways do local religious I 
leaders make a 
difference to our 
community? 
(Belonging) 
 
Religious leaders are 
often the most respected 
figures in their 
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revealed himself to 
humanity; the role 
of prophets as 
messengers of God; 
the particular 
importance of the 
Prophet Muhammad 
as the last and final 
messenger. 
 
Big idea 3: How to 
live a good life  
Big Idea 6: The big 
picture 
 
Morality: Is it possible 
to lead a good life 
without guidance?  

find out who Jesus 
was, the way he is 
identified by 
Christians, and the 
impact that he had on 
the people he 
encountered through 
his parables, actions, 
miracles and teaching. 
 
Big idea 3: How to live 
a good life  
Big Idea 4: Making 
sense of life’s 
experiences 
Big Idea 6: The big 
picture 
 
Morality: Is it possible 
to lead a good life 
without guidance? 
 

service (sewa), which is, 
for Sikhs, the most 
important element of 
their religious traditions. 
 
Big Idea 5: Influence, 
community, culture and 
power 
 
Sustainability 
 

concepts, telling stories, 
enabling prayer and 
worship, and in helping 
people to engage with the 
mystery of God will all be 
considered. 
 
Big Idea 2: Words and 
beyond 
Power 
Big Idea 5: Influence, 
community, culture and 
power 
 
Power 
 
 
 
 

religious calendar. Pupils 
will have the opportunity 
to learn about and 
reflect upon the 
festivals, celebrations 

and Holy Days that are 
associated with Judaism, 
to consider the 
foundations for these 
occasions, and to reflect 
upon why they are so 
important for Jewish 
people. 
 
Big Idea 1: Continuity, 
change and diversity 
Big Idea 2: Words and 
beyond 
Power 
 
Power 
 

communities. Buddhist 
monks and nuns, imams, 
pastors, priests, punjaris, 
and leaders of other faith 
communities play a 
powerful role in shaping 
attitudes, opinions and 
behaviors because their 
members trust them. 
Community members 
and political leaders 
listen to religious leaders. 
Especially at the family 
and community level, 
religious leaders have the 
power to raise awareness 
and influence attitudes, 
behaviours and practices. 
This unit investigates the 
importance and 
relevance of local 
leaders. 
 
Big Idea 1: Continuity, 
change and diversity 
Big idea 3: How to live a 
good life 
Sustainability 
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Big question: What 
does it mean to be a 
Muslim? 
(Belonging) 
 
Pupils will learn 
about the ways in 

How should we look 
after the world? 
(Behaving) 
 
The unit will also 
provide the 
opportunity for 

Big question: What place 
do festivals, worship and 
celebrations have within 
Hinduism? 
(Behaving) 
 

Big question: How can 
significant religious 
figures inspire us? 
(Behaving) 
 
Pupils will reflect on the 
lessons that may be 

Big question: What does 
Buddhism teach us 
about human 
experience?  
(Believing) 
 

Big question: What 
contribution can religion 
make to our society? 
(Belonging) 
 
Religion contributes to 
culture, society, music, 
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which Muslims 
practice their faith in 
daily life, in the 
home, at the 
mosque and within 
wider society. The 
focus will be on 
Islamic belief within 
those actions, 
behaviours, 
customs, traditions 
and duties that 
shape the identity of 
Muslims. 
 
Big Idea 1: 
Continuity, change 
and diversity 
Big Idea 2: Words 
and beyond 
 
Legacy 
 

children to learn 
about the religious 
ideas connected with 
Creation and the 
expectation that 
religious life will 
promote a caring 
approach to the world 
around us. Creation 
stories may be used to 
explore this theme. All 
religions agree that 
nature is an act of 
divinity and should be 
treated as such 
 
Big Idea 5: Influence, 
community, culture 
and power 
 
Sustainability: How 
should we look after 
the world? 
 

Pupils will examine the 
nature of worship within 
Hinduism as well as the 
place of celebrations and 
festivals within this 
religious tradition. 
Big Idea 2: Words and 
beyond 
Big Idea 5: Influence, 
community, culture and 
power 
 
Power 
 

learned from significant 
people within religious 
traditions. Pupils will 
explore the qualities that 
characterise these 
individuals and the 
inspiration, direction and 
model that they may 
provide for many people, 
both those within and 
outside of the faith 
traditions that they were 
or are associated with 
 
Big Idea 5: Influence, 
community, culture and 
power 
 
Morality 
 

Pupils have the 
opportunity to reflect 
upon the Buddhist 
understanding of the 
human predicament, 
particularly in relation to 
our experience of 
suffering, and the 
pathway that Buddhism 
sets out that is intended 
to lead towards 
fulfilment and 
happiness. 
 
Big idea 3: How to live a 
good life  
Big Idea 4: Making sense 
of life’s experiences 
Big Idea 6: The big 
picture 
 
Sustainability 
 

architecture, the arts and 
how we view the world. 
One aspect that has been 
heavily influenced by 
religion is Art. The 
paintings that are based 
around religion are some 
of the most recognised 
and inspiring pieces of art 
in history.  
 
Big Idea 1: Continuity, 
change and diversity 
Big Idea 2: Words and 
beyond 
 
Power 
 

 

Big question: 
How did faith 
influence the actions 
of people in Britain 
during World War 
Two? 
 (Believing) 
 
This unit will involve 
the raising and 
exploration of difficult 
and complex questions 
associated with the 

Big question: How can 
religion promote peace 
and justice?  
(Behaving) 
 
Pupils will examine the 
complex and contested 
issue of the relationship 
between religion, peace 
and justice. It will 
explore the ways in 
which religions seek to 
promote peace, both 

Big question: What happens 
in the Gurdwara? 
(Belonging) 
 
Pupils will explore the place 
of the Gurdwara within 
Sikhism. Pupils will examine 
the features of a Gurdwara, 
their function and 
symbolism, the activities that 
take place within the 
Gurdwara, the format of 
worship and the importance 

Big question: What happens 
in a Mosque?  
(Belonging) 
 
Pupils will learn about the 
place of the mosque in 
Islamic religious practice and 
communal life. Pupils will 
explore the place of prayer 
within the mosque, the 
features and functions of 
different parts of the 
mosque, the role of the imam 

Big question: Why is the 
Torah so important within 
Judaism? 
(Believing)  
 
Pupils will explore the place 
of the Torah, as the most 
important source of 
authority, within Judaism. It 
will enable pupils to learn 
about the content of the 
Torah, how different Jewish 
groups understand its 

In what ways do Christians 
in different denominations 
worship?  
(Behaving) 
 
Pupils learn about the 
diversity of the worldwide 
church and how Christian 
denominations worship in 
different ways. 
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presence of evil, 
suffering, pain, sorrow 
and grief within our 
world. It will consider 
how the existence of 
suffering is understood 
within a range of 
religious traditions and 
the place that faith can 
play in helping people 
to endure troubling 
times in their own, or 
in other people’s, lives. 
Pupils will reflect upon 
the relationship 
between God and 
suffering and consider 
why suffering can 
provoke the loss of 
faith for some people. 
This unit focuses on 
the Second World War 
 
Big idea 3: How to live 
a good life  
Big Idea 4: Making 
sense of life’s 
experiences 
Big Idea 6: The big 
picture 
 
Morality: Does religion 
help us to understand 
human suffering? 
 

personally and 
collectively, and the role 
of religious communities 
as they participate in 
activities that advance 
social justice within 
society. 
 
Big Idea 5: Influence, 
community, culture and 
power 
 
Power: Can religion 
promote peace and 
justice? 
 
 

of the Gurdwara within the 
Sikh community. 
 
Big Idea 1: Continuity, change 
and diversity 
Big Idea 2: Words and 
beyond 
 
Legacy 

and the way in which 
mosques engage in 
community building and 
social outreach. 
 
Big Idea 1: Continuity, change 
and diversity 
Big Idea 2: Words and beyond 
 
Legacy 

origin, the place that it 
plays within services within 
the synagogue and the way 
that it is treated by Jewish 
people. 
 
Big idea 3: How to live a 
good life  
Big Idea 4: Making sense of 
life’s experiences 
Big Idea 6: The big picture 
 
Legacy 

Big Idea 5: Influence, 
community, culture and 
power 
Power 


