
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Reads for year 

                                                                                                                                      

What Are We Fighting For? Explores the concept of 

war in a brilliantly accessible way. There are poems 

about incredibly brave dogs, cats and pigeons; the 

Christmas truce of WW1 when soldiers played 

football in No Man’s Land; poems about rationing 

and what it was like to be an evacuee, poems about 

modern warfare and the reality of war today; plus 

lots of amazing true historical facts  

 

Wonder by  R.J.Palacio 

Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been home-

schooled by his parents his whole life. Now, for the first time, he's 

being sent to a real school - and he's dreading it. All he wants is to 

be accepted - but can he convince his new classmates that he's 

just like them, underneath it all? 

 

 
Black Beauty by Anna Sewell 

Black Beauty spends his youth in a loving home, surrounded 

by friends and cared for by his owners. But when 

circumstances change, he learns that not all humans are so 

kind. Passed from hand to hand, Black Beauty witnesses love 

and cruelty, wealth and poverty, friendship and hardship . . . 

Will the handsome horse ever find a happy and lasting 

home? 

 

Who are Refugees and Migrants?  By Michael Rosen 

This book explores the history of refugees and migration 

around the world and the effects on people of never-ending 

war and conflict. It compares the effects on society of 

diversity and interculturalism with historical attempts to 

create a racially 'pure' culture. 

What Are We Fighting For? By Nicola Robinson and Brian Moses 

Fascinating and moving in equal measure, there are poems about 

incredibly brave dogs, cats and pigeons; the Christmas truce of WWI 

when soldiers played football in No Man's Land; poems about 

rationing and what it was like to be an evacuee, poems about 

modern warfare and the reality of war today; plus lots of amazing 

true historical facts. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly 

In this illustrated picture book edition, we explore the story of 

four female African American mathematicians at NASA, known 

as "colored computers," and how they overcame gender and 

racial barriers to succeed in a highly challenging STEM-based 

career. 

Raven’s Gate by Anthony Horowitz 

When Matt Freeman gets into trouble with the police, he's sent to be fostered 

in Yorkshire. It's not long before he senses there's something wrong with his 

guardian; with the whole village.  

 

 

 Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them by J K Rowling  

When Magizoologist Newt Scamander arrives in New York, he 

intends his stay to be just a brief stopover. However, when his 

magical case is misplaced and some of Newt's fantastic beasts 

escape, it spells trouble for everyone . . . 

 

 
The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick 

Twelve-year-old Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station, where his 

survival depends on secrets and anonymity. But when his world suddenly 

interlocks with an eccentric girl and her grandfather, Hugo's undercover life, 

and his most precious secret, are put in jeopardy. 

Secret Friends by Elizabeth Laird 

This haunting story about Rafaella, the new girl at school who finds 

making friends hard, is a stunning piece of writing. With her strange name 

and sticking out ears she's different from the rest. Lucy is the first to 

tease, the first to call her 'Earwig'. Until a secret friendship starts, full of 

warmth and mystery. . 

Disney Villains Fairest of All Novel by Serena Valentino 

The tale of the young princess Snow White and her evil 

stepmother the Wicked Queen is widely known. Another tale far 

less often spoken of is the one that explains what caused the 

Queen to become so vile. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Brian+Selznick&FORM=IARRTH&ufn=Brian+Selznick&stid=f4a743e5-63fc-6dfb-7836-921feb775b23&cbn=EntityAnswer&cbi=0&FORM=IARRTH


 

 

 

 

The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Rauf 

There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but 
now a new boy called Ahmet is sitting in it.He's nine years old 
(just like me), but he's very strange. He never talks and never 
smiles and doesn't like sweets - not even lemon sherbets, which 
are my favourite!But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't 
very strange at all. He's a refugee who's run away from a War. A 
real one. With bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people. 
And the more I find out about him, the more I want to help. 

 

Asha and the Spirit Bird by Jasbinder Bilan 

Asha lives in the foothills of the Himalayas. Money is 

tight and she misses her papa who works in the city. 

When he suddenly stops sending his wages, a ruthless 

moneylender ransacks their home and her mother talks 

of leaving. 

The Gauntlet by Karuna Riazi 

A trio of friends from New York City find themselves trapped 

inside a mechanical board game that they must dismantle in 

order to save themselves and generations of other children in 

this action-packed debut that’s a steampunk Jumanji with a 

Middle Eastern flair. 

High-Rise Mystery by Sharna Jackson 

The detective duo everyone is dying to meet! Summer 

in London is hot, the hottest on record, and there's 

been a murder in THE TRI: the high-rise home to 

resident know-it-alls, Nik and Norva. Who better to 

solve the case? Armed with curiosity, home-turf 

knowledge and unlimited time - until the end of the 

summer holidays anyway. 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne 

Nine-year-old Bruno knows nothing of the Final 

Solution and the Holocaust. He is oblivious to the 

appalling cruelties being inflicted on the people of 

Europe by his country. All he knows is that he has been 

moved from a comfortable home in Berlin to a house 

in a desolate area where there is nothing to do and no 

one to play with. 



 

  

Welcome to Nowhere by Elizabeth Laird 

Twelve-year-old Omar and his brothers and sisters were born and 
raised in the beautiful and bustling city of Bosra, Syria. Omar doesn't 
care about politics - all he wants is to grow up to become a 
successful businessman who will take the world by storm. But when 
his clever older brother gets mixed up with some young political 
activists, everything changes. Before long, bombs are falling, people 
are dying, and Omar and his family have no choice but to flee their 
home with only what they can carry. They have no other choice than 
to attempt the dangerous journey to escape their homeland 
altogether.  

. 

 Blackberry Blue by Jamila Gavin 

Here are six magical stories to thrill and enchant you. Watch 

Blackberry Blue rise from the bramble patch; follow Emeka the 

pathfinder on his mission to save a lost king; join Princess Desire as 

she gallops across the Milky Way on her jet-black horse. 

. 

 

Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed 

Twelve-year-old Amal's dream of becoming a teacher one day is 
dashed in an instant when she accidentally insults a member of her 
Pakistani village's ruling family. As punishment for her behavior, she 
is forced to leave her heartbroken family behind and go work at their 
estate. 

. 

 


