Recommended Reads for Year

The Iliad and the Odyssey by Marcia Williams
Gripping listeners and readers for more than 2,700 years, 'The
Iliad' is the story of the Trojan War and the rage of Achilles.
Combining the skills of a poet and scholar, Robert Fagles brings
the energy of contemporary language to this enduring heroic
epic.

Clockwork by Philip Pullman
Fritz, the writer, spins a spine-tingling tale to cheer up Karl, the
apprentice clockmaker. But rather than helping matters, the story
begins to come true....

Skellig by David Almond
Unhappy about his baby sister's illness and the chaos of moving into a
dilapidated old house, Michael retreats to the garage and finds a
mysterious stranger who is something like a bird and something like
an angel...

Alex Rider Storm breaker by Anthony Horowitz
In the first book in the number one bestselling Alex Rider series
by Anthony Horowitz, fourteen-year-old Alex is forcibly recruited
into MI6. Armed with secret gadgets, he is sent to investigate
Herod Sayle, a man who is offering state-of-the-art Stormbreaker
computers to every school in the country. But the teenage spy
soon finds himself in mortal danger.

Family Friends and Furry Creatures by Liz Pichon
In the next hilarious illustrated instalment of Tom Gates, Mr
Fullerman has a class assignment: a family tree! Tom's ready
to learn all about the Gates family, his friends and a furry
creature (or two!). But just what *is* that squeaking sound
coming from Tom's shoes?

Beetle Boy by M.G Leonard
The glorious start to a middle-grade trilogy about a brilliant boy, his
loyal friends, and some amazingly intelligent beetles that brings
together adventure, humor, and real science!

The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S Lewis
In the never-ending war between good and evil, The Chronicles of Narnia
set the stage for battles of epic proportions. Some take place in vast fields,
where the forces of light and darkness clash. But other battles occur within
the small chambers of the heart and are equally decisive.
Journeys to the ends of the world, fantastic creatures, betrayals, heroic
deeds and friendships won and lost -- all come together in an
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Harry Potter has never even heard of Hogwarts when the letters start
dropping on the doormat at number four, Privet Drive. Then, on Harry's
eleventh birthday, a great beetle-eyed giant of a man called Rubeus Hagrid
bursts in with some astonishing news: Harry Potter is a wizard, and he has a
place at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

Who Let the Gods Out by Maz Evans
Elliot's mum is ill and his home is under threat, but a shooting star crashes to
earth and changes his life forever. The star is Virgo - a young Zodiac goddess on
a mission. But the pair accidentally release Thanatos, a wicked death daemon
imprisoned beneath Stonehenge, and must then turn to the old Olympian gods
for help. After centuries of cushy retirement on earth, are Zeus and his crew up
to the task of saving the world - and solving Elliot's problems too?

Coraline by Neil Gaiman
There is something strange about Coraline's new home. It's
not the mist, or the cat that always seems to be watching
her, nor the signs of danger that Miss Spink and Miss
Forcible, her new neighbours, read in the tea leaves. It's
the other house - the one behind the old door in the
drawing room.

The Star Outside My Window by Onjali Rauf
Following the disappearance of her mum, 10-year-old
Aniyah suddenly finds herself living in foster care. With
her life in disarray, she knows just one thing for sure: her
mum isn't gone for ever. Because people with the
brightest hearts never truly leave. They become stars.

Hostage by Malorie Blackman
Blindfolded. Alone. Afraid. No idea where she is or
what will happen next. The only thing Angela knows
is that she's been kidnapped. Does she have the
courage to escape? Will she ever see her father
again?

Cookie and the Most Annoying Boy in the World by Konnie Huq
Cookie's life is basically over. Her best friend in the whole world is
moving to Solihull because one of her dads has a new job there.
Cookie begs her parents for a pet to fill the void but they have
given her an absolute NO. But Cookie has never been a fan of the
word 'no' so she visits the pet shop anyway and sets her heart on
the sweetest cutest kitteniest kitten ever: Bluey. But then . . .
DISASTER!

The Wall in the Middle of the Book by Jon Agee
There's a wall in the middle of the book, and our hero-a young
knight-is sure that the wall protects his side of the book from
the dangers of the other side-like an angry tiger and giant
rhino, and worst of all, an ogre who would gobble him up in a
second! But our knight doesn't seem to notice the crocodile
and growing sea of water that are emerging on his side. When
he's almost over his head and calling for help, who will come
to his rescue?

Great Women Who Changed the World by Kate
Pankhurst
Discover fascinating facts about some of the most
amazing women who changed the world we live in.
Fly through the sky with the incredible explorer
Amelia Earhart, and read all about the Wonderful
Adventures of Mary Seacole.

The Time of Green Magic by Hilary McKay
Abi and her two step-brothers, Max and Louis, find that
strange things happen when they are alone in their eerie, ivycovered new house.Abi, reading alone, finds herself tumbling
deep into books, while Louis summons a startling guest
through his bedroom window. Even Max has started to see
shapes in the shadows . . .Their busy parents see none of it –
but Louis’ secret visitor is growing too alarming to keep secret,
and he finds he cannot manage without Max and Abi’s help.

Do You Speak Chocolate? by Cas Lester
"I just knew we were going to be friends. Don't ask me to explain
why. I can't. But I just knew." When new girl Nadima arrives at
school, Jaz is delighted. Finally she's got someone to sit next to in
the classroom. The only problem is, Nadima doesn't speak a word
of English. Jaz is not someone to let things get her down though.
She soon finds a way to break the ice with Nadima - with thw help
of a chocolate bar. And so begins a very special friendship - one
with trials and tribulations, but full of laughter, adventures ... and
more than a little chocolate!

The Girl Who Stole an Elephant by Nizrana Farook
Chaya usually has an answer for everything. But stealing the
Queen's jewels, even for the best of reasons, is not something she
can talk her way out of. So she makes her great escape on the
back of a gorgeous, stolen elephant and leads her friends on a
noisy, fraught, joyous adventure through the jungle where
revolution is stirring and leeches lurk. Will stealing these jewels be
the beginning or the end of everything for the intrepid gang?

