Recommended Reads for year

The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame
Meet little Mole, willful Ratty, Badger the perennial
bachelor, and petulant Toad. Over one hundred years
since their first appearance in 1908, they've become
emblematic archetypes of eccentricity, folly, and
friendship.

The Accidental Secret Agent by Tom McLaughlin
This year the secret service made a major mix up, they mistook
a 13-year-old boy called Kevin for a secret agent (I know, so
much for an 'intelligence' agency). This was the sort of kid that
would try and zip wire across a building and end up falling head
first into a fountain with his bum on show, so can you imagine
what happened when he was allowed access to the amazing
sort of spy gadgets that James Bond would use?

Please Mrs Butler by Allan Ahlberg
This witty collection of school poems by Allan Ahlberg, is full of
typical classroom events that will be recognized and enjoyed by
everyone. From never-ending projects, reading tests, quarrelling,
making-up, excuses and 'Please, Sir, it isn't fair?

The Demon Headmaster by Gillian Cross
On Dinah's first day at school she senses something is wrong. The kids
work even during playtime, and are neat and behave well but what is
the secret of the Headmaster's control over them, and why are they
afraid?

The Finger-Eater by Dick King-Smith
Long ago, in the cold lands of the North, there lived a troll named Ulf who
had a very bad habit – he liked to eat fingers! Many, many men, women and
children had found their hands a finger short thanks to the razor-sharp teeth
of the Finger-eater.

Desirable by Frank Cottrell Boyce
George is a self-confessed social reject who spends more time
with his Warhammer figures than actual people - but when he's
given a bottle of aftershave called Desirable, women can't resist
him! How will he cope with his new-found popularity? And what
will happen when the magic wears off?

Krindle Krax by Philip Ridley
Ruskin Splinter is small and thin, with knock-knees, thick glasses and
a squeaky voice, and the idea of him taming a dragon makes the
whole class laugh. Big, strong Elvis is stupid but he looks like a hero.
So who is more likely to get the big part in the school play? But when
the mysterious beast, Krindlekrax, threatens Lizard Street and
everyone who lives there, it is Ruskin who saves the day and proves
he is the stuff that heros are made of after all.
Alex Sparrow and the really Big Stink by Jennifer Killick
Alex Sparrow is a super-agent in training. He is also a
human lie-detector. Working with Jess, who can
communicate with animals, they must find out why their
friends – and enemies – are all changing into polite and
well behaved pupils. And exactly who is behind it all.

The Egyptian Echo by Paul Dowswell
Why DID the Egyptians build the pyramids? What do those
squiggly hieroglyphics really mean? Why did Pharaohs wear
snakes in their hats? Find out in the Egyptian Echo. It's a
fresh and lively look at Ancient Egyptian history told by way
of screaming headlines and hot-under-the-collar tabloid
journalism.

How the World Works by Christiane Dorian
How did life begin? Is the earth moving beneath our feet?
Why does it rain? Encompassing all of these questions and
many more, this fun, engaging, interactive book introduces
the Earth's important cycles and encourages children to
think about the impact of human actions on our world,
inspiring respect for the natural world and all its harmonies.

Planet Omar by Zanib Mian
Welcome, readers, to the imaginative brain of Omar! You
might not know me yet, but once you open the pages of
this book you'll laugh so hard that snot will come out of
your nose (plus you might meet a dragon and a zombie what more could you want?).

Sam Wu is Not Afraid of Ghosts by Katie and Kevin
Tsang
Sam Wu is NOT a scaredy-cat (except he is). When a
trip to the Space Museum goes terrifyingly wrong,
Sam begins a mission to prove to the school bully,
and all of his friends, that he is a fearless space
adventurer.

Cinderella of the Nile by Beverley Naidoo
Rhodopis is a Greek girl who is sold into slavery by bandits and
taken to Egypt. Her master gives her a pair of beautiful rosered slippers, making three other servants jealous. But when
Horus, the falcon, sweeps in to steal her slipper, Rhodopis has
little idea that this act will lead her to the King of Egypt.

Young Heroes by Lula Bridgeport
Featuring an international selection of passionate young people, this
collection highlights the stories of musical talents, environmental activists,
engineers, artists and authors, as well as political voices, among others.
Including entertainers such as Taylor Swift and Daniel Radcliffe, sporting
heroes like Pele and Michelle Kwan, and business entrepreneurs Tavi
Gevinson and Jordan Casey, this is an empowering and inspirational read.

Knights and Bikes by Gabrielle Kent
Welcome to the sleepy island of Penfurzy, where
nothing exciting ever really happens. OR DOES IT?
Adventure awaits Demelza and her new best friend in
the whole world, Nessa, as they explore the island and
uncover the mysteries of the Penfurzy Knights.

Runaway Robot by Frank Cotrell Boycce
When Alfie goes to Airport Lost Property, he finds more than
he bargained for. A lot more. Because there's a giant robot
called Eric hidden away on the shelves. Eric has lost one leg
and half his memory. He's super strong, but super clumsy.
He's convinced that he's the latest technology, when he's
actually nearly one hundred year's old and ready for the scrap
heap.
Can Alfie find a way to save Eric from destruction before Eric destroys everything around him?

Aru Shah and the End of Time by Roshani Chokshi
When twelve-year-old Aru Shah's schoolmates dare her to
prove that the museum's Lamp of Bharata is cursed, she
doesn't think there's any harm in lighting it. Little does Aru
know that lighting the lamp has dire consequences. She
unwittingly frees an ancient demon who freezes her mother
in time - and it's up to Aru to save her.Can Alfie find a way to
save Eric from destruction - before Eric destroys everything
around him?

Museum Mysteries by Steve Brezenoff
Something is weird at the Museum of Natural History. There
are hominids in the dinosaur exxhibit! Wilson Kipper knows
this can't be right, since no hominids lived during the time of
the dinosaurs, and it turns out his suspicions are correct:
someone is altering the exhibit at night. Is someone on the
janitorial staff? A new professor or her daughter? Or someone
else? Wilson and his friends need to get to the bottom of this
messed-up exhibit.

