
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Reads for year 

 

 

 

Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White 

One spring morning a little girl called Fern rescues a runt 

and names him Wilbur. But then Wilbur is sent to live on 

a farm where he meets Charlotte, a very clever and very 

beautiful large grey spider. They become best friends 

and, when Wilbur is faced with a dreadful fate - the 

butcher's chop! - Charlotte must find a very clever way 

to save him. 

 

 
Dolphin Boy by Michael Morpurgo 

When Jim helps a beached dolphin get back to sea, he knows he’s 

made a friend for life. But one day, smiler the dolphin disappears from 

the harbour… 

Will Jim ever find his friend again? 

 

Mr Gum by Andy Stanton 

Good evening. Mr Gum is a complete horror who hates 

children, animals, fun and corn on the cob. This book’s all 

about him. And an angry fairy who lives in his bathtub. 

And Jake the dog, and a little girl called Polly and an evil, 

stinky butcher all covered in guts. And there’s heroes and 

sweets and adventures and EVERYTHING. 

 

 
The Farmer and the Clown by Marla Frazee 

A baby clown is separated from his family 

when he accidentally bounces off their circus 

train and lands in a lonely farmer's vast, 

empty field. The farmer reluctantly rescues 

the little clown, and over the course of one 

day together, the two of them make some 

surprising discoveries about themselves-and 

about life! 



 

 

The Cat In The Hat by Dr Seuss 

Poor Sally and her brother. It's cold and wet and they're stuck in 

the house with nothing to do . . . until a giant cat in a hat shows 

up, transforming the dull day into a madcap adventure and 

almost wrecking the place in the process. 

 

Jelly Boots Smelly Boots by Michael Rosen 

A riotous celebration of words - silly words, funny words, words you 

only use in your own family, new words, old words, and the very 

best words in the right order. 

 

Poems to Perform by Julia Donaldson 

From the author of The Gruffalo, Julia's passionate belief that 

performance can help children enjoy reading and grow in 

confidence is informed by her own experience both as a child and 

now, working with groups of children to bring stories, poems and 

songs to life. 

 

Rainbow Bird by Eric Maddern 

"I'm boss for Fire," growls rough, tough Crocodile Man, and 

he keeps the rest of the world cold and dark - until one day 

clever Bird Woman sees her opportunity and seizes it… This 

traditional aboriginal fire myth from Northern Australia, 

simply retold and lit by glowing illustrations, will delight 

children and parents everywhere. 

 

 

The Fossil Girl, Mary Anning’s Dinosaur Discovery by Catherine Brighton 

This captivating picture book tells the true story of 10-year-old Mary 

Anning who, nearly 200 years ago, discovered the first complete fossil of 

an Ichthyosaurus, or fish lizard, now in the Natural History Museum.  

 

Horrible Histories: The Rotten Romans by Terry Deary 

Follows life for folks in Roman Britain from Nero to Boudicca and includes 

a look at gory games, rotten recipes, and loads of frightening facts. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pie in the Sky by Remy Lai 

When Jingwen moves to Australia, he feels like he’s landed on Mars. 

School is torture, making friends is impossible, since he doesn’t speak 

English, and he's stuck looking after his (extremely irritating) little 

brother, Yanghao. To distract himself from the loneliness, Jingwen 

daydreams about making all the cakes on the menu of the bakery his 

father had planned to open before he unexpectedly passed away. The 

only problem is his mother's rule: no using the oven while she's at 

work. 

Girl Wonder and the Terrific Twins 

When Maxine has a plan, you can be sure it involves 

her twin brothers Anthony and Edward. You can also 

be sure it involves BIG TROUBLE! 

THINKER: My Puppy Poet and Me by Eloise Greenfield 

Thinker isn’t just an average puppy. He’s a poet. So is his 

owner, Jace, and together they turn the world around them 

into verse. There’s one thing they can’t share, though: 

Thinker isn’t allowed to go to school. That is, until Pets’ Day. 

But the puppy poet finds it surprisingly hard to keep quiet... 

Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages by Sonya Newland  

Travel back to the time of the stone, bronze and iron ages! What was 

Britain like over 6000 years ago? Who lived on the island and what 

was it like? Explore these ancient civilisations to understand how 

prehistoric people have influenced the way we live today. Discover the 

artefacts that give evidence of their way of life. 

Lubna and Pebble by Wendy Meddour 

Lubna's best friend is a pebble. She found it on the beach 

when they arrived in the night, then she fell asleep in Daddy's 

salty arms. Lubna tells Pebble everything. About home. About 

her brothers. About the war. Pebble always listens to her 

stories and smiles when she feels afraid. But when a lost little 

boy arrives in the World of Tents, Lubna understands that he 

needs Pebble even more than she does . . . 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guinea Pig Superstar by Ali Pye 

Harry Stevenson is VERY excited. He’s off to school with his best 

friend Billy! Billy can’t wait to show Harry off in Show and Tell but 

when another classmate brings in his pet snake, chaos ensues! Can 

this small guinea pig survive his first day at school? 

  

And when a thief – dressed up as a chicken – steals Sparky FC’s 

championship cup, Harry Stevenson finds himself caught up in a real-

life robbery! Can Harry stop the thief and save the day?The only 

problem is his mother's rule: no using the oven while she's at work. 

Home Ground by Alan Gibbons 

Sam's team are edging closer to the bottom of the league this 

season and team captain Jordan's bad attitude isn't helping 

anyone. When Sam spots Hasan playing on the refugee team, he 

can see that Hasan's got talent and invites him along to practice. 

Hasan and his friend Faisal prove to be exactly what the team 

need - but Jordan's not going to accept his new teammates so 

easily. Can Sam get the boys to pull together and win?  

Wedding in Delhi by Katie Dale 

Jasmine is a worrier. When she hears she's finally going to Delhi to 

see her cousins and attend a family wedding, all she can think 

about is her fear of flying! When the travel day finally comes, 

Jasmine decides to be brave and gets herself ready for a 

wonderful adventure. Join Jasmine as she learns and grows while 

having fun at a wedding in Delhi! 


