
 

 

Recommended Reads for year  

 

 
Letters to Africa 

"Letters to Africa", is a new way to learn about Africa and will of interest to parents and 

children wanting to learn about the continent. Letters to Africa is split into easy to 

understand sections about home, school, animals, sport, language and food. It 

demonstrates life in Africa through real letters from UK schoolchildren and responses from 

children in Africa, fictional stories from well-known children's authors. 

 

 

The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch by Ronda Armitage 

Will Mrs Grinling will ever stop the greedy seagulls 

eating the lighthouse keeper's lunch? And will greedy 

Mr Grinling ever stop snacking? 

 

 

A First Poetry Book by Pie Corbett 

A topic based collection of poems created for KS1 pupils. It 

features poems about mermaids, monsters, mythical creatures, 

feelings and more. 

 

 

The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy 

Mildred Hubble is a trainee witch at Miss Cackle's Academy, and 

she's making an awful mess of it. She's always getting her spells 

wrong and she can't even ride a broomstick without crashing it. 

Will she ever make a real witch? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gregory Cool by Caroline Binch 

When Gregory wakes up on his first day in Tobago with his 

grandparents, his heart sinks. The food is strange, the sun too hot, his 

cousin Lennox is on another wave length and there are none of the 

televisions, video games and other high-tech gadgets that a cool city-

boy takes for granted. 

 

The Pirates Next Door Jolley-Rogers by Johnny Duddle 

A pirate family, are moving to Dull-on-Sea, a quiet seaside town. 

Stopping to fix up their ship, this unusual family get the whole 

neighbourhood spreading rumours. Defying the grown-ups, 

Matilda from next door decides to become friends with the 

youngest pirate son. 

 

 

Cautionary Tale Jim by Hilarie Belloc and Mini Grey 

This is darkly comic, word of warning about the dangers of being 

spoiled is the perfect tongue-in-cheek corrective for little ones 

who have been a little overindulged! 

 

 

Meerkat Mail by Emily Gravett 

Sunny the meerkat lives with his enormous family 

in the Kalahari Desert. They are all very close . . . 

so close, in fact, that one day Sunny decides it's 

just too crowded and packs his bags. He's off to 

visit his mongoose cousins in Mongoose, but 

Sunny just doesn't fit in. 

 

Mr Majeika by Humphrey Carpenter 

Mr Majeika can behave just like any ordinary teacher if he wants to, but something 

has to be done about Hamish Bigmore, the class nuisance, and so he uses a little 

magic to turn him into a frog. And to everyone's delight it looks as if Hamish will 

have to remain a frog because Mr Majeika can't remember the spell to turn him 

back again! With Mr Majeika in charge, suddenly life at school become much more 

exciting – there's even a magic-carpet ride to Buckingham Palace! 

 

 

 

 

Animal Homes by Usborne Books  

From nests in treetops to dark underground burrows, there are lots of 

animal homes to discover in this fascinating book. Lift the flaps to see how 

animals build homes in extreme temperatures, shelter in a warm coral reef, 

or on a riverbank and lots more. With over 80 flaps to lift and links to 

websites with videos and pictures of real animal homes 



 

 

 

 

 

The Name Jar by Yangsook Choi 

Being the new kid in school is hard enough, but what about 

when nobody can pronounce your name? Having just 

moved from Korea, Unhei is anxious that American kids will 

like her. So instead of introducing herself on the first day of 

school, she tells the class that she will choose a name by 

the following week. 

Love From Anna Hibiscus by Atinuke 

Anna Hibiscus is on holiday with Grandmother and 

Grandfather in the village where they were born. She 

befriends the local children there and teaches them their 

ABC and 123. When Anna goes to market one day and a boy 

steals a banana from her, she runs after him. It turns out 

that the boy is poor; he lives alone and they become friends. 

Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig by Eugene 

Trivizas 

The classic fight between pigs and wolves as you’ve 

never seen it before! A subversive and hilarious take on 

the well-loved fairy tale. 

The Hodgeheg by Dick-King Smith 

Max is a hedgehog who lives with his family in a nice little 
home, but it's on the wrong side of the road from the Park 
where there's a beautiful lily pond and plenty of juicy slugs, 
worms and snails! 

The busy road is dangerous but Max is determined to make 
his way across. If humans can do it, why can't hedgehogs? 

 

 
What a Waste by Jess French 

In this informative book on recycling for children, 

you will find everything you need to know about 

our environment. The good, the bad, and the 

incredibly innovative. From pollution and litter to 

renewable energy and plastic recycling. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hasan’s Idea by Jill Atkins 

Hasan is new at school - and he has a brilliant idea to help 

him settle in, and for his friends to learn more about each 

other's cultures. 

No1 Car Spotter by Atinuke 

The start of an exciting new series about the irresistible No. 1, 

whose hobby is car spotting but who is good at solving all sorts 

of problems for his village. When the family's cart breaks down 

and there's no way of bringing goods to market, it's No. 1 who 

devises the Toyota Cow-rolla and saves the day. He runs errands 

for his family and helps Mama Coca-Cola feed the busloads of 

people who stop for her delicious fried akara. No. 1 even helps 

Grandmother get to the medical centre when she can't afford 

treatment. 

Manju’s Magic Wishes by Chitra Soundar 

Manju wants to get a present for her Mum's birthday but Cumin 

her cat isn't sure about the toy elephant or robot. So when they 

find Grandma's magic lamp, Manju is granted seven wishes to 

find the best present. But each wish starts to go wrong and soon 

the house is filled with a rock band, aliens and pirates! Can 

Manju and Cumin wish for the perfect gift? 


